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PRESS CONFERENCE QUOTES – North Carolina 

 
Players: 
Latifah Coleman 
Diamond DeShields 
Allisha Gray 
Stephanie Mavunga 
Xylina McDaniel 
 
Q: Diamond, how's that ankle and the knee? 
 
DeShields: I'm sure everyone has seen the injury or the incident or whatever you want to call it. 
But, it's doing well. It's getting better. It's going to be a gametime decision. But I'm doing 
treatments as time goes on. And, like I said, it's going to be a gametime decision.  
 
Q: Diamond, we know that you will play no matter what. What will go into that decision? 
 
DeShields: Just the doctor telling me that I can't play. If this is up to me, I'm playing. They really 
are going to have to basically to take me down and strap me into a chair to stop me from 
playing. That's basically it.  
 
Q: Xylina, you are sort of the elder statesman of this group. You have three freshmen in your 
starting lineup and a sophomore. Stanford is loaded with seniors. In addition to having the 
crowd against you, you’re going to have a lot of experience against you. How do you folks look 
at that and how do you try to counter that? 
 
McDaniel: We just see this game as another game. We love playing away. We love the booing 
and the fans cheering against us. We look at that as motivation. As far as experience goes, 
these freshmen are more experienced than a lot of upperclassmen. I’m not worried about 
experience. I know that they’re going to do everything that they can do. There's no worry.  
 
Mavunga: I believe that age is not anything but a number. We’ve been playing so hard this year. 
Our upperclassmen have been doing such a good job, as well as the coaching staff and the 
fans and everyone else around us, to motivate us not only on the court, but off the court as well. 
I really don't think that age is something we take into consideration when we think about the 
games. So, yes, they might have 2-3 years more experience than us, but we play just as hard 
regardless of our age.  
 
Q: Have you played anybody that runs triangle plays like Stanford does? 
 
Coleman: Not that I know of. They are a running team, and it should be a very intense game. 
It's probably going to be like a track meet because they play fast and we play fast. 
 



 

Q. Can you talk about some of the things that Stanford does and have you played anybody who 
runs ‘Triangle’ plays the way that they do? 
 
Gray: Not that I know of. They are a running team and it should be a very intense game. It will 
probably be like a track meet because they play fast and we play fast. 
 
Q. You (Diamond DeShields and Allisha Gray) have had some of your best games on the road 
and that is kind of odd for a freshmen-oriented team. Why do you think that is? 
 
DeShields: I’m not sure. I can’t really gear it toward one thing, it just seems to happen that way, 
I never really thought about it. Having that from a historical standpoint and understanding that 
we do play well on the road, I do think that we will be able to play well tomorrow. Like Xylina 
(McDaniel) said, we’re going to have the crowd against us, but it’s not going to really bother me 
or Allisha (Gray). I think we’ll be fine. 
 
Gray: It’s nice getting buckets that silence the crowd. As we keep doing it the crowd gets 
quieter. That’s a great feeling. 
 
Q. What are the biggest differences in the practices, your approach to games, with Coach 
Andrew Calder as opposed to Coach Sylvia Hatchell? 
 
McDaniel: There isn’t really much of a difference. They have been together for so long. The 
way they do things are the same. It’s just the fact that we don’t have that motherly presence. We 
are just as intense, if not more intense. It’s not that big of a difference. Coach Calder can be a 
tough one sometimes but that is what we need.  
 
Coleman: I agree with Xylina. I’ve been with both coaches for four years and coach Calder has 
been the same all four years. He’s going to yell. He’s intense, but we love it and wouldn’t want it 
any other way.  
 
Q. What is something you have to do to win tomorrow night, and something you absolutely can’t 
do? 
 
Mavunga: Something we have to do is execute from the start and know the scouting report. We 
have to box out and get these rebounds, whether they are offensive or defensive. We have to 
do a good job on (Chiney) Ogwumike. She is a phenomenal player and the less she touches the 
ball the better. But if she does touch the ball we have to be prepared, play good defense, and 
stay out of foul trouble whether we are out on the perimeter or in the post. Something we can’t 
do is give up regardless of the score, up or down. We have to keep pushing, continuing to battle 
through it all. We can’t lose our focus. We have to be focused whether we are on the bench or 
on the floor, whatever it is we need to keep attacking. We have to keep the enthusiasm, energy 
on the court, and just execute every play of the game. 
 
Q. How do you feel about facing Chiney Ogwumike? 
 
McDaniel: I love tough challenges, and she is definitely one. She is a phenomenal player. We 
are the type of team that loves challenges. I feel like if we play as a team and help one another 
we’re going to be great. I have all the confidence in the world. 
 
Q. We’ve heard over this regional a lot about how Coach (Sylvia) Hatchell has talked before the 
games, sent texts, and done all kinds of things. Last Thursday, she announced that if you reach 



 

the Final Four in Nashville she will potentially join you. What has been the biggest motivator 
during her time away? 
 
Coleman: Last Thursday was a big motivator and a big boost for us coming into these games 
and playing for her. Every time she speaks to us it’s motivating. The more we see her, the more 
we want her around. The chance to have her in Nashville would be great.  
  
Q: Diamond, we talked a couple days ago about how other teams have thrown different 
defenses at you. You probably saw yesterday what they did to Maggie Lucas. They basically 
took her out of the game. They seem to be particularly good at that. What do you can do to 
prevent that?  
 
DeShields: A lot of teams this season have tried to take me out of the game and haven't been 
too successful with it. I did see how they did Maggie Lucas and I did see that effect that it had 
on her game play. But Maggie and I are two different players and I think that I will be able to 
make that adjustment. If they do take me out of the game offensively, there is always a 
defensive side that I can control. In that end of the floor, I’m just going to be the Diamond that 
everyone expects me to be. So whatever they give me I’ll analyze it, and just see whatever the 
defense gives me. I’ll be able to work around it. But like I said, we’ll just have to see. It will 
probably be a new experience for me.  
 
Q: Diamond, if you pardon this very frivolous question, I was just wondering, Diamond is such a 
very interesting first name. I am curious to know, in fact, if it was your dad's occupation after a 
baseball diamond, or the glittering stone?  
 
DeShields: The baseball diamond, there is some correlation with the two for my dad. But for my 
mom, she just saw it as no pressure, no diamonds. And growing up, she just saw me as a gem, 
and really embodied the name that I was given. She even got a tattoo of it on her. She just 
really values my name and it really means a lot to her from a non-baseball standpoint. But my 
dad … definitely the baseball diamond.  
 
Q: Because Tom went frivolous, I will join him. Stephanie, I don't know if you anything about 
"Nerd Nation", but sometimes the football team or the basketball team will wear glasses like you 
are wearing, and I was wondering if that has anything to do with anything?  
 
Mavunga: I knew somebody was going to ask this … No, not at all. The difference is that they 
put tape in the middle of theirs and so I try not to do that, and plus mine also have lens on them 
and theirs are usually just an open hole. These are just my glasses that fit my "swaggy look".  
 
Associate Head Coach: 
Andrew Calder 
 
Q: What are your thoughts on having to play Stanford at Stanford? 
 
Calder: Like the players said, and Diamond said, Alisha said, we won at Duke, we won at N.C. 
State. There were 8,000 fans at Duke, and there 7,000 and something at N.C. State. The court’s 
94 by 50 feet, and the rims are 10 feet high, and that’s what we look at. 
 
Q: Players give off impression that experience is not relative at this point – do you agree with 
that? 
 



 

Calder: Yes I do. These are freshmen that are also different freshmen. Diamond’s won four 
gold medals in USA Basketball. They have a lot of USA Basketball experience. AAU 
experience. And you really don’t look at them as freshmen. Their IQ is very high. You could 
have a junior or senior maybe not with the same basketball intelligence as they have. And 
they’ve been able to adjust so quickly because of their high basketball IQ, even though it’s their 
first year in college. 
 
Q: How nervous are you about Diamond’s ability to play tomorrow? (in light of ankle/knee injury) 
 
Calder: Like she said, it’s a game-time decision, and we’re hoping she’s going to be out there 
on the floor. If she happens to not be out there, we are prepared to play without her if that’s the 
situation that arises. And we have other players that will need to step up and they can step up.  
 
Q: What are your biggest concerns about Stanford, and are they like anybody you’ve played this 
year? 
 
Calder: Obviously, the biggest concern is they’re very talented and they’re very well coached, 
and she does a great job making adjustments. And I think what we like about Coach 
VanDerveer, is she likes to play up and down the court and we like to play up and down the 
court. She’s probably saying to her players, and I don’t know, I don’t want to put words in her 
mouth, “If Carolina wants to play a track meet, we’ll play a track meet.” As Alisha said, “We’ll go 
up and down with you. They’ll come after us and we’ll come after them.” It will be a great game 
from that standpoint, but obviously they’re very talented. That’s my main concern, is how 
talented they are. And how well coached they are.  
 
Q: Do you think the game is going to be won on the boards? 
 
Calder: It will be major. Ogwumike averages almost five offensive rebounds a game. I know she 
had 15 total boards yesterday, and Ruef had 13. I think she averages 4.7 offensive rebounds a 
game, and that is so impressive. And she’s very difficult to box out, because she reads the ball 
coming off the rim so well. She reads her teammates and the way the shoot. She has a good 
sense of where the basketball is going to come off the rim. And she can rebound out of her area 
maybe better than anyone in the country. She can go get it, and that will be a big concern to us. 
And we must get some second chance opportunities, and we have to limit their second chance 
opportunities.  
 
Q: Coach, how good has your team been this year at responding when the other team goes on 
a run? Stanford seems to score in spurts or likes to score in spurts so they push out on you 
eight or ten, yesterday 14 points in a row and then you have to respond to that. Have you guys 
been in that situation? How do you respond?  
 
Calder: Yes we have, we have actually been down at least 10 points in four games and have 
come back to win those games. We just continue to tell the players to execute and stay with the 
game plan, we may have to adjust it some but stay with the same plan and if they are making a 
lot of outside shorts or etc. eventually they will start to miss some of them so we can continue to 
build their confidence and just continue to battle.   
 
 
 
 
 


