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THE MODERATOR:  Welcome to the 
Stanford Cardinal and Coach Tara VanDerveer, 
Chiney Ogwumike, and Lili Thompson.  Coach, an 
opening statement?  
 COACH VANDERVEER:  First off, 
congratulations to USC.  I thought they played very 
well.  They have -- they really have an excellent 
team.  I thought they had some people really step 
up big for them.  Vaioletama I thought played a 
great game, Crook in the beginning of the game 
especially.  But their big three were all in double 
figures.  
 Chiney battled in there.  She was a warrior 
for us.  This is something I think Amber and Lili 
both made some big plays for us.  But we did not 
shoot the ball well.  I thought we worked hard on 
defense, but offensively we really struggled, and 
that is something that I think we have two weeks to 
work on it, and that is our plan.  This can be 
something hopefully that we'll get our collective 
team's attention, and we'll work harder and be 
ready to go in two weeks. 
 
 Q.  Why did you struggle offensively, do 
you think?  
 COACH VANDERVEER:  Well, I think that 
sometimes it's almost like your strength is your 
weakness.  We go inside to Chiney, and she 
delivered for us so well.  But we have to have other 
people stepping up, or just being offensive 
contributors.  I think that was good for -- we did not 
shoot the ball well.  We were not moving the ball 
well.  This has been something that I think really 
within the last, I'm going to say the last maybe 

month or so, we've been stagnant offensively and 
we need to really fix that. 
 
 Q.  Chiney, this is unfamiliar territory 
for you.  Can you talk about what you're 
thinking and what you're feeling right now?  
 CHINEY OGWUMIKE:  I think we played 
hard, but Coach told us before the game that 
playing hard sometimes is not enough.  You have 
to execute.  I think we didn't execute as well as we 
could have.  But I'm proud of my teammates for 
sticking with things and still being aggressive.  I 
think they played a really -- they hit shots, timely 
shots.  That's always tough.  We'll learn from that 
defensively.  Offensively we'll just fine tune things.  
 It's unfortunate to not win a Pac-12 
tournament championship, but these are all 
learning points going forward. 
 
 Q.  Chiney, you had gone on a scoring 
run there from about the 12-minute mark to the 
7-minute mark and you're held scoreless the 
rest of the way.  What did you feel changed 
from USC's defense that last seven minutes?  
 CHINEY OGWUMIKE:  I didn't feel a 
change, honestly.  It was just I don't know.  I 
missed a couple shots.  I was still being 
aggressive.  I honestly don't think that there was a 
change.  We just need to finish better. 
 
 Q.  You guys will be in the tournament.  
What are you looking for to improve on at this 
point?  Kind of a tough loss tonight, but you 
guys still have a lot to look forward to here.  
 CHINEY OGWUMIKE:  Yeah, I was proud 
of our defensive effort, but I think offensively we 
need to execute better and play with a sense of 
urgency.  I think we played hard, but we need to 
take that to another level. 
 
 Q.  Tara, there is going to be 
conversation now about No. 1 seeds and lots of 
things have happened across the country this 
weekend.  Do you have any thoughts about 
how much it matters for your team to go in as a 
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No. 1 seed?  
 COACH VANDERVEER:  The most 
important thing for me at this time of the season is 
to be healthy.  So losing a game is not the worst 
thing.  If something happened to one of your key 
players, that is the worst thing.  We're just going 
to -- we're not going to worry about seeding.  We're 
going to worry about getting our team really 
running offense much better, working harder 
defensively, having people understand what shots 
we want them to take.  Just pick it up from here.  I 
like the fact that we have two weeks before the 
NCAA comes out.  We can do a lot of work in two 
weeks and improve a lot in two weeks.  That is 
what we've got to do. 
 
 Q.  The Pac-12 said that there was a 
problem with a leakage from the roof here and 
there was moisture on the floor.  Was that any 
kind of a factor in this game?  
 COACH VANDERVEER:  No, they were 
right on top of it.  That was not an issue at all.  
They had someone right there that was wiping it 
up.  One time it hit me during a timeout.  That is 
the only time I noticed it. 
 
 Q.  Was it coming down near you?  
 COACH VANDERVEER:  No, it was 
coming down right where our huddle was.  Right 
where I was standing where our huddle was. 
 
 Q.  What happened to Bonnie?  
 COACH VANDERVEER:  Bonnie got 
undercut, and her feet were totally out from under 
her and she came down flat on her back.  I think it 
scared her a lot.  To her credit, they checked her 
out and she was able to come back in the game.  I 
mean, I thought it was a very physical game. 
 
 Q.  Lili, can you talk about the last ten 
minutes of the game just in terms of you guys 
are down by ten.  You come back, you cut it.  
You get ahead.  I mean, just kind of the back 
and forth?  Did you feel you were in a position 
pretty much that whole time to win this game 
again?  
 LILI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I think I felt that 
we were in a position to win it.  I think everybody 
just fought back.  We were down by ten, and we 
stayed positive and we fought back.  There were a 
few plays there toward the end that had gone our 
way.  We were up by three.  If they had gone our 
way, we'd be up by five or six.  

 So there were some key possessions in 
there that we didn't get that we probably could 
have changed the outcome. 
 
 Q.  Coming out of your first Pac-12 
tournament and heading into the NCAA 
Tournament for the first time, what are you 
going to take away from this since you were 
such a key role player at the end of the game 
with knocking down shots?  I mean, didn't 
come up with the win, but it must say 
something about your role and significance to 
this team?  
 LILI THOMPSON:  I think I have a lot of 
support from my teammates and from the coaching 
staff.  I know they'll get us prepared for the NCAA 
Tournament.  Hopefully this loss will help us turn 
around and let us go far in the big dance.  
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COACH COOPER:  I'm very proud of my 
team.  All season long even through the ups and 
downs and the bumps in the road, they fought, and 
they persevered.  Through 40-minute games and 
tired muscles, and tired minds, and tired of coach, 
they still worked hard and they deserve this win 
tonight.  I'm really proud of how they rebounded, 
how we battled, and how we finished this game.  
That's really all I have and good night.  No, I'm just 
kidding. 
 
 Q.  Cassie, how does it feel right now?  
 CASSIE HARBERTS:  I don't know if you 
guys saw, but I was an emotional wreck out there.  
I'm just so proud of my team.  I've been working 
towards this for four years, and I've just never seen 
a team that's given so much heart and never gave 
up.  Even when they made a run, we knew we 
were going to come back and win the game. 
 
 Q.  There was a point in 1:20 where you 
scored ten points.  As a senior and not beating 
Stanford in your career, does that take on an 
added importance for you?  
 CASSIE HARBERTS:  I wasn't having a 
great game, and I've kind of been struggling lately.  
But without my team I wouldn't have even been in 
that situation.  They kept believing in me, and I just 
did what is in my nature.  I just kept working hard 
and waiting for something to happen and it did. 
 

 Q.  Can you talk a little bit about your 
team's defense on Chiney?  She had 30, but 
you made it obviously tough for her and made 
it tough for their whole team.  Could you talk a 
little bit about your defense?  
 COACH COOPER:  Well, we talked about, 
especially at the beginning of the game and really 
during shoot-arounds, we talked about being 
physical with Ogwumike and really all of their post 
players before they receive the ball.  Not allowing 
them to get deep position, and then making them 
make offensive moves as opposed to grabbing that 
ball, turn around and away they go.  And I thought 
Alexyz did a fantastic job.  So Ogwumike had 30 
and 21, and I guarantee you, she hasn't worked 
that hard all year long to get those numbers.  
 She's just a phenomenal player.  You can't 
shut her down, but you can make her life tough.  I 
just thought Alexyz gave that for 40 minutes 
tonight.  For every rebound Ogwumike got tonight, 
I just thought X responded either with a three-point 
shot, going to the basket, a great rebound.  I 
mean, she ended up with 19 and 15, and this is 
what we expect out of her day-in and day-out.  
 But this is a heck of a time for her to 
actually give it to us.  You know, it was just tough.  
We wanted to be physical with Ogwumike.  We 
wanted to get her off of her sweet spot on that 
block and make her into a player that had to wheel 
and deal and make offensive moves to the basket.  
I thought we did a pretty good job.  When we went 
to our zone in the first half, we started double 
teaming her with the middle of the zone and the 
back of it.  But we were leaving three-point 
shooters open, so we kind of got out of that 
quickly. 
 
 Q.  Cassie, as you said, you weren't 
having a great game, three points in the first 
half.  We talked yesterday about Kate Oliver 
being the X-factor.  Today, X, the X-factor.  
What's it mean to you to have that kind of 
support from your team?  
 CASSIE HARBERTS:  Just seeing how 
much my team has grown over the course of the 
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season.  X had a phenomenal game.  Who knows 
who could be it tomorrow night.  But we just relied 
on a lot of people, and a lot of people stepped up 
tonight even when I wasn't doing well. 
 
 Q.  Now you have a winning record 
again against Tara VanDerveer.  Can you 
remember your senior season playing against 
Stanford?  
 COACH COOPER:  That was a long time 
ago.  I don't remember my senior season.  What I 
do remember is the look on my players' face, on 
each one of my players' faces as they took on the 
challenge of playing the number four team in the 
country in a power house like Stanford tonight.  I 
remember the fire in their eyes that they wanted to 
achieve something that they hadn't done before, 
and they put forth that effort, that drive and that 
passion to achieve that goal.  
 Every rebound, even if we made a 
mistake, they were up off the bench, cheering each 
other on and picking each other back up and 
fighting to the very end.  That is the only way as a 
team that you can beat an awesome team like 
Stanford, and we were a team tonight. 
 
 Q.  Alexyz, you guys are one win away 
from guaranteeing your spot in the NCAA 
Tournament.  So as big as this is, as huge as 
this is, you have to switch gears quickly and 
win a game tomorrow night.  How do you do 
that with a team being so high today and 
having to turn around and get ready to play 
tomorrow?  
 ALEXYZ VAIOLETAMA:  Right now we're 
seizing the moment, but we know when we get 
back we have to focus on what's coming up next.  
But I think that we have to come together as a 
team and refocus and really focus on what's ahead 
of us as well. 
 
 Q.  Cynthia, sorry to cut into your 
celebration of this great victory.  But since 
we're not going to get to talk to you after this 
coming game, could you just tell us how you 
feel your team matches up with Washington 
State and Oregon State?  
 COACH COOPER:  Well, we've played 
Washington State at home and we didn't play 
extremely well.  We'd probably like to have that 
game back.  So I think we match up well.  We 
match up well with both teams.  Oregon State, we 
won at our place, we split with them.  We lost at 
their place.  Once again, not necessarily playing 

our best basketball, but they're two great teams.  
They get up for games and they'll be ready to play 
whichever team we play.  
 Right now, we really want to enjoy this for 
this moment and make a distinct line when it's time 
to quit celebrating and start focusing on the next 
opponent.  We'll watch a little bit of this game right 
now and then we'll shift gears into preparing our 
legs, our minds, our bodies for tomorrow. 
 
 Q.  We talked a little bit about this last 
night, but what do you hope that the people 
who are paying attention make of this 
tournament with three of the top 5 seeds at 
home now?  
 COACH COOPER:  Well, I hope that -- I'm 
not really sure what you're asking, but I'll try to 
answer.  I hope the NCAA and all watching 
understand that the Pac-12 is a powerful 
conference, and every game -- there is such parity 
in the conference, and every game is a battle.  We 
just beat a very good Stanford team, and it just 
demonstrates our growth.  It doesn't demonstrate a 
weakness in Stanford.  And the strength of our 
conference, it demonstrates the strength of the 
Pac-12.  So for me personally, I hope they say 
USC is in the tournament, regardless of what 
happens tomorrow, but we're going to try to take 
care of business tomorrow and just take it one 
game, one step at a time.  
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