
Stanford – Michigan Postmatch Quotes 

Michigan 3, Stanford 1 – NCAA Tournament Second Round, Dec. 3, 2011 – Stanford, CA 

Michigan Head Coach Mark Rosen 

 General comments on the match... 

“I’m just really proud of how our team fought. Stanford’s a very good team, and I thought we 
had a good game plan going in. In (set) one, we battled well, but they just kind of pulled away 
from us. I loved how our players responded and kept fighting through the whole evening. We 
really wanted to attack them with our serving and our defense, and try and get them 
uncomfortable. I thought our players did a great job of that.” 

On what changed for Michigan after dropping the first set…  

“I think we served a lot better. In the first set, we served OK, but we missed a lot. We didn’t 
really have a rhythm going with our serving. I don’t think our defense was very good, either. 
They out-defended us in the first set, but we did a great job of really serving more aggressive and 
more consistently in the second set, and then our defense really got a lot better. We brought 
(Stanford’s) attack percentage down from like .350 to .180 in the second set, and that made a big 
difference.” 

On ending Stanford’s season on its home court for the second time in three years… 

“Like we say, we’re not playing [Stanford Volleyball’s] history. We’re only playing the team 
that’s on the floor. We felt like we matched up well last time we played them here (at the 
Stanford Regional in 2009), and I thought we matched up well when we saw them on video 
before we came in. We felt like we matched up well if we could do some of the things we 
wanted to do. The history stuff, that doesn’t really pertain to us. It’s this team versus their team.” 

  

On facing a second straight tournament road match at Florida next Friday… 

“We’re excited about going there. We’ve seen a little bit (on) Florida. We think it can be a good 
match-up for us. We’ll get to work this week and get back to business. We’re looking forward to 
having another chance to keep playing.” 

Michigan Senior Right Side Claire McElheny 

On how it feels to advance… 

“This feels great. Last year, we didn’t make it past the first game in the (NCAA) tournament. 
This year, we talked about it in the locker room just now, that we’ve overcome a lot of adversity 
throughout this season. We went undefeated in preseason, and had a little bit of trouble in the 



Big 10 (Conference season). We want to be playing our best volleyball at the end of the year, and 
tonight, it just felt great.” 

On her individual performance with a match-high 18 kills… 

“I was just feeling it. I could see the ball pretty well, and could exploit some of the things that 
(Stanford was) giving me. When (freshman setter Lexi Dannemiller) gave me the ball, I tried to 
do the best thing with it.” 

 

Stanford Head Coach John Dunning 
 
On tonight’s loss to Michigan… 
 
"Our loss tonight, like a lot of the matches that we've seen around the country already, shows that 
there's a lot of parity out there. We just talked to our team about learning from the experience 
because, you know, we are very young and that what you have to admit when you don't get what 
you want is that somebody else is better than you on that day. Then you have to figure out what 
you're going to do about it. So in this program, we feel what we're going to feel today, which 
isn't very good, and then we turn around and figure out what we're going to do about it.” 


