
2 0 0 6  S t a n f o r d  W o m e n ’ s  V o l l e y b a l l10

Ahealthy, talented volleyball team can go a long, long way
toward a highly successful season. Stanford hopes that will

be the successful formula this year.
Hampered by key injuries during the 2005 season, the

Cardinal still enjoyed a successful 26-6 overall record, a second
place finish in the Pacific-10 Conference, and a 25th-consecu-
tive trip to the NCAA Tournament.

However, serious injuries to freshman outside hitter Cynthia
Barboza and sophomore setter Bryn Kehoe, as well as nagging
injuries to other key players dampened Stanford’s chances at
defending its NCAA title run in 2004.

Barboza, a starter who suffered a torn anterior cruciate (left
knee) and missed the final eleven matches of the 2005 season,
has made a complete recorvery and is looking forward to 2006.
Kehoe has also fully recovered from the hand injury she suffered
last fall. The two starters are ready to compete this fall, along
with nine other letterwinners including two-time All-American
Kristin Richards.

Add two outstanding freshman recruits plus a redshirt fresh-
man, and it adds up to a Cardinal squad that will be among
nationally-ranked teams that could win the NCAA champi-
onship.

“If you look on paper at the people we have, we have excel-
lent depth,” said head coach John Dunning, who has coached
Stanford to two NCAA titles (2001, 2004) in his five previous
seasons at Stanford. “We have good players at each position,
allowing us to compete in practice and improve throughout the
entire season. We worked hard during the winter and the spring,
plus the trip to Europe (where the team played six matches)

helped us improve even more as we prepare for the 2006 sea-
son.”

At the time of her injury, Barboza had started all 21 matches,
was leading the Pac-10 in kills and was third in kills per game.
Barboza also was second on the Cardinal squad in hitting per-
centage (.306).

“Cynthia has recovered amazingly well,” said Dunning. “She
has worked extremely hard. I don’t know of anyone else who has
done a better job of rehabbing. She has a chance to play full (100
percent) this fall which is amazing after that kind of injury.”

Kehoe missed the final seven matches of the regular season
after suffering a broken right hand in practice. At the time of the
injury, Kehoe was ranked second in the Pac-10 and third in the
nation in assists per game at 13.14. Despite her injury, Kehoe
gained Third-Team AVCA All-American honors.

Barboza and Kehoe join senior outside hitter Kristin
Richards and middle blocker Foluke Akinradewo to form a high
powered offense. Richards gained All-Pac-10 honors for a third-
straight season and was named a First-Team All-American by
the AVCA and ASICS/Volleyball. Richards finished first on the
team in kills (544, 4.90 kpg, #3 in the Pac-10). Richards was also
among the Pac-10 leaders in digs. Her 1,422 career kills is ninth-
best in school history and her 1,247 career digs is fifth-best in
school history. Akinradewo, the 2005 Pac-10 Freshman of the
Year, also gained All-Pac-10 honors and was further honored by
being named a Second Team AVCA and ASICS/Volleyball All-
American. Akinradewo was first for Stanford in hitting percent-
age (#3 in the Pac-10) and blocks.
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At one time or another during the 2005 season, Lizzie Suiter,
Nji Nnamani, Franci Girard, Jessica Fishburn, Erin Waller, and
Michelle Mellard started or saw significant playing time. Suiter,
a starter at middle blocker during Stanford’s NCAA champi-
onship team in 2004, was bothered with an ankle and an eye
injury that limited her to just 18 matches last year. Suiter is 100
percent healthy this year, and was among the team’s top players
during Stanford’s summer tour of Europe in 2006. A three-year
veteran at middle blocker, Mellard worked very hard during the
winter and spring practices and is ready for her senior season.
Nnamani, a consistent starter during the 2005 season, was
fourth on the team in kills last year. She had nine double-digit
matches last season, including a career-high 16 kills at USC.
Girard, a valuable member of Stanford’s NCAA championship
team two years ago, was fifth for the Cardinal in kills last year
and is now fully recovered from a serious foot injury which
hampered her last season. Fishburn is the obvious choice for
libero. She had a great spring season and played at a very high
level in Europe. Waller will see significant time at the outside
hitter position. A career-high 11 kills in 16 attempts against
Nevada in the NCAA Tournament shows promise for an out-
standing season for Waller in 2006. Alex Fisher, who redshirted
last year due to a knee injury, will see extensive action at outside
hitter. Heather Hernandez, a member of the Stanford Crew
Team last year, is a new addition to the squad in 2006.

“One of our goals is to stay healthy,” said Dunning. “If we do
we will be a very exciting team to watch. We hope to have a very
successful Pac-10 season and do everything we can to prepare
for the post-season. All the players have really improved

through hard work during the off-season, so we are all excited
about the start of the season.”

Another outstanding freshman class will enroll at Stanford in
2006. Janet Okogbaa, a middle blocker, has been a member of
the U.S. Junior National Team for the past several years.
Okogbaa hails from Berkeley Preparatory School in Tampa, Fla.
Joanna Evans, a setter who was a member of the U.S. Junior
National Team program this year, hails from Bishop O’Dowd
High School in Oakland, Calif.

“Janet is well-trained and has a lot of competitive experi-
ence,” said Dunning. “She is a physical player who can make a
quick adjustment to the college game. We know she can add to
our team. Joanna is setting on a great U.S. Junior National Team
this year. Her high school team was very successful last year and
she is also an accomplished beach volleyball player. We think she
will be ready to play the college game this fall. Both players will
fight hard to see what roles they will play.”

Three regular season tournaments, including a trip to the
Waikiki Beach Marriott Challenge in Hawai’i, a rematch against
South Bay rival Santa Clara at the Stanford Invitational, and an
18-match schedule in the always tough Pacific-10 Conference
highlight the 2006 Stanford Women’s Volleyball schedule.

“This will be a very challenging non-league schedule which
will lead into the Pac-10, a league that has captured five straight
NCAA titles,” said Dunning. “The Pac-10 will again be the
toughest league in the country.”

Stanford opens the 2006 campaign on Aug. 26 at Maples
Pavilion against UC Santa Barbara. Stanford begins home Pac-
10 play against Arizona and Arizona State on Sept. 29-30.
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