
Hawaii vs. Texas Tech 

May 23, 2010 

Game 6, Stanford Regional 

Hawaii 7, Texas Tech 1  

Hawaii Rainbow Wahine  

Head Coach Bob Coolen  

Opening Statement… 

“Well, what can I say, what a great way to start a game, with Jenna getting up there and hitting a home 

run. And it is her birthday, which makes it better on that accord. We came out with aggressive bats, which 

really helped set us up well. That just set the tone. Stephanie was on her game. With us giving up that run 

in the first inning and coming back in the first with that one run ourselves really helped us a lot. Our 

players responded and hit the ball really well.” 

On how the team has gotten so good at hitting… 

“We work really hard in the weight room in the offseason and the players work really hard with all of our 

coaches, it’s not just me throwing live, it’s the other three coaches working their stations. We have added 

some drills that have really helped us to focus on bringing all of the elements of hitting together, such as 

linear movement, rotational movement and reaching for balls. So we talk about different elements which 

you don’t always hear about but this year it really clicked with our hitters.” 

On the unorthodox hitting techniques he teaches his players… 

“I think we tell our players to reach for the ball. You don’t hear a lot of coaches telling players to reach 

for the ball. I say it all the time to our players, go get the ball. We don’t want to cast our hands, which is 

what happens in baseball. In softball, when you cast, you hit a lot of foul balls and mis-time the pitcher. 

So when we reach for the ball we are going at full extension. That is a quick momentary, tenths of a 

second that you have that reaction time that you need to reach and then get at full extension and be at the 

right place for the final push and roll.”  

 

Junior designated player Jenna Rodriguez  

On the importance of getting on the board early in the game… 

“We were behind, so it was important that we set a statement and got back that home run. I tried to start 

off the game with a hit and that worked for me. I don’t look to hit home runs, I just look to get on base, so 

when they come, they come.  

On the squad’s strong hitting today… 

“That is definitely how we play softball. Our hitting is what has mainly brought us this far, so just getting 

ahead puts pressure on them, so we are pretty good at that, getting on top early.” 

On what has helped the team’s hitting get so good… 

“We lift really hard. We have improved our maxes from last year so I think that has really helped us to get 

stronger. Also, we practice our hitting really hard, and I really focus on it. Coach Bob throws us live 



batting practice and I think that really helps to get used to the distance of the pitching and see live pitches 

before games.”  

On their next opponent, top-seeded Alabama… 

“They are good, but we will beat them.” 

 

Redshirt freshman centerfielder Kelly Majam   

On the keys to her hitting today… 

“Staying up focused up at bat and knowing the count for sure and making sure I know what the pitcher is 

throwing, of course. So being focused and knowing the pitch count and everything really helped out.” 

On being able to get the early lead… 

“Jumping on the team really helps. It makes us get insurance and helps everyone to calm down a little bit 

and relax. It helps everyone out because hitting in contagious and with our team, it is just great when 

someone gets a hit because we know the next person coming back up has even better confidence.” 

 

Texas Tech Red Raiders 

Head Coach Shanon Hays 

Opening Statement… 

“First of all, congratulations to Hawaii.  They’ve got a wonderful team.  We wish them the best moving 

forward.  They’ve got a great lineup.  That’s we’re striving to be ourselves.  They’re really difficult to 

pitch to because most lineups will have two or three girls that you really want to be careful with.  Hawaii 

has such depth in their lineup that they all get good pitches and they hit good.  You can’t get around them.  

We got off to a bad start pitching wise.  Not being able to have Karli Merlich give us some depth on our 

staff in some innings.  The illegal pitches changed not only the complexion of this game, but it’s been like 

that the whole tournament.  That put a little kink in our armor as far as the way we were going to handle 

our pitching.  But I thought that our girls hung in there and battled well.  Obviously, the threat of the 

wrong ball and those hits are hard to defend.” 

On the preparation for the game and the pitching game… 

“We were going to go with Karli [Merlich] because she hadn’t thrown much.  One of the issues that the 

NCAA has had this year, and its an interesting issue, is illegal pitches.  A lot of places you go, she’s not 

called for being an illegal pitcher.  She was throwing the way she was taught since she was a little girl.  

Every once in a while you run into a crew that’s going to call it, and so we have to be able to adjust.  

Ashley Brokeshoulder came in ad once again in a pretty tough situation and pitched us out of a jam pretty 

early.  She didn’t quite have the same pop as she did yesterday to go the full six innings.  She hasn’t done 

that in a while.  It kind of a effected her with her changeup and keeping them on it a little bit.  Hawaii is a 

great hitting team, but I thought she came in and pitched very well.  Then A.J. came in and had some 

good innings and had that one rough inning, but that happens when you’re playing good teams.” 



On ending the season in the NCAA regionals… 

“This has been a great experience for us.  Our seniors, we’re so excited for them to make the regional 

finals.  They put the stamp on our program.  They were the foundation for our program.  We plan on 

getting better, and it started with them.  We never expected to be where we are right now.  But their drive 

and desire to do something new led us to where we are right now.  But boy, has it been a great year.  You 

hate being beat, but when you look at the year on the whole, it was a great year for Texas Tech.” 

 

Freshman Pitcher Ashley Brokeshoulder 

On facing Hawaii… 

“It just seemed that any mistake you make, they’re just going to hit it over.  You had to be really careful 

and keep your composure.  Obviously their record shows they were good already, so you’re not the only 

person who gave them a home run.  For a couple of innings I felt good out there.  But then they adjusted 

and you could tell by their stance.  Then my mistakes I threw, they took care of them.” 

On ending the season… 

“It’s been just under 10 years since we’ve gone to regionals, and I’m just really glad that the seniors got 

to go.” 

 

Senior Pitcher Ashly Jacobs 

On facing Hawaii… 

“They’re a good hitting team.  We had to just be a little more careful.  We couldn’t miss over the plate 

because they would make us pay for it, obviously with those three or four home runs.  It was tough, but 

that pressure is fun.  That’s why you’re a pitcher.  I thought I did ok today.  I missed a little bit in that last 

inning and they capitalized on those mistakes.  You can’t regret what happened today or what happened 

during the season.” 

 

 

 

 


