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Stanford 
Head Coach John Ritter 
Opening Statement 
It was a tough battle today between two very good teams.  We fought hard after going down 
early in the game.  Give a lot of credit to Hawaii’s hitters and Ricketts, their pitcher.  They 
made pitches when they needed to make them and they made hits.  We gave ourselves 
opportunities, and as a coach, you like to see that early in the game like that.  We fought hard 
all the way to the seventh inning when we had the tying run at plate.  We just couldn’t get 
that timely final hit.  Otherwise, I’m very proud of the way our team battled.  We realize that 
this is double elimination and that we still have life and that we’re going to come out ready to 
go in the next game. 
 
On Hawaii’s offense 
When they jump out to five runs in the first two innings, that pretty much eliminates your 
[margin for error].  You’re stealing bases, you’re moving runners.  You’re now in a slugfest.  
You’re trying to play from the beginning.  We still had a lot of time in the game, but we 
knew that they’re a good hitting team and that we were going to have to score some runs.  
Like I mentioned earlier, Ashley [Chinn] did a good job after the second inning of holding 
her composure, battling, and keeping us in the game.  We just needed to get a few more 
timely hits.   
 
Junior Pitcher Ashley Chinn 
On pitching against Hawaii’s lineup 
I’ve faced them twice earlier in the year, so I knew what I was going to be up against.  
I’ve definitely faced teams with bats like that and statistics like that in the past.  It 
definitely makes you think a little bit before the game, but once you get out there on the 
mound, you just have to clear your head.  I didn’t pitch the way I know I’m capable of 
pitching. 
 
On Hawaii’s home runs 
Hawaii is a great hitting team.  I honestly don’t remember how the first home run was, 
but on the second one, I thought I made a decent pitch, but with a team like that, your 
precision has to be a little more precise.  They’re a good team, so I have to tip my hat to 
them, but there’s still room for me to improve. 
 
 
Hawaii 
Head Coach Bob Coolen 
Opening Statement 
It was an exciting game from the beginning.  It was good that we came out on top.  The 
first three innings we score all of our runs.  That put pressure on them.  Stephanie 
[Ricketts] got stronger as the game went on.  We did a nice job of staying in that ball 



game.  Stephanie had some innings where she had some trouble and then got out of 
trouble.  It was just a well played game. 
 
On continuing to play in the tournament 
As the tournament gets deeper, it’s going to be tougher and tougher to focus on teams and 
it’s going to be a matter of us getting up early and then going out to our game.  That’s all 
we’re worried about, our game. Right now, our defense is playing well, and we’re 
making the plays we have to make.  Stephanie is doing a good job, and our hitters are 
coming through when we need them. 
 
On scoring runs 
We wanted to be first.  We wanted to make sure that we got on the board first to sort of 
set the tone for our offense.  I think that those first three innings we were loose.  I noticed 
that their pitcher has developed her changeup.  She started throwing out a little more 
effectively.  When we faced her in February, she didn’t have a changeup.  So she has a 
changeup that she threw a couple of times that she likes, and that kept us off-balance a 
little bit. 
 
On facing Ashley Chinn 
It’s just a matter of us adjusting to the quicker pitchers, and she’s one of the quicker 
pitchers we’ve faced.  At the beginning of the year, she didn’t have a changeup.  She now 
has it, and she threw it in these situations.  She struck out Kelly Majam on it, she got 
[Alexandra Aguirre] looking on it, so it’s there.  She’s obviously been working on it hard.  
That was something that we’ll see a little bit more of. 
 
Junior Third baseman Melissa Gonzalez 
On facing Ashley Chinn 
I wasn’t really thinking about her because earlier on in the tournament I was getting 
caught swinging defensively when I was ahead of the count.  My coaches were telling me 
to start swinging harder offensively, so that’s just really what I focused on because I 
knew I was ahead.  To be honest, it was a long time ago that we faced her.  I can’t say 
that I remember everything she threw or everything she threw me then.  I don’t think it 
was too much of an advantage as much as it was just going in there and being relaxed that 
really made it work. 
 
Sophomore Pitcher Stephanie Ricketts 
On her pitching game 
I just really wanted to go in relaxed.  That was the main reason I came out so successful.  
I went in not really feeling any pressure or anything like that.  Just being relaxed is what 
worked for me today.  My pitches started getting relaxed, though, so they started jumping 
on all the little mistakes I was made, and as we had made runs, I just knew that if the 
team stuck to six runs, we should be able to close out the game.  I think that’s when I just 
started letting them score a bit. 


