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UC Davis 

Head Coach Karen Yoder 
Opening Statement 

I don’t think that we changed the momentum effectively enough.  Defensively, I think 

that we could have converted more outs and come out of innings sooner.  We needed to 

capitalize with runners.  We had three particular innings where we had at least two 

runners on, and so when you leave seven runners on, you lose those opportunities to 

score runs and put yourself back into the game and create momentum in your favor.  We 

didn’t capitalize on that today.  That’s what I’m going to stress to the team, we’ve got to 

do a better job of capitalizing with runners in scoring position. 

 

On the game’s final out 

I’m definitely very proud of Dana [Waldusky].  She’s a freshman and this is her freshman 

season.  I know she’s trying to make adjustments and find the zone, and she struggled a 

little bit.  But it’s a great learning experience.  I think we could have converted a third out 

earlier in the inning and not even faced that batter.  So we’ve got to do a better job of 

taking care of the ball and converting outs. 

 

On minimizing hits 

We only gave up one extra base-hit, which was that home run to right center.  We kept 

one through five contained and I’m proud of that.  Again, they were on in certain 

situations, but we didn’t convert outs.  But overall, I’m proud that we kept them in the 

yard other than that one home run.  Minus that last inning, it was a comparable game 

going into the fifth. 

 

On the first NCAA tournament bid for UC Davis 

We’ve got a tremendous amount of freshmen and sophomores in starting positions so this 

is nothing but a great opportunity for them to learn and grow.  I’m excited, I’m ecstatic 

and proud of the girls and proud of where the program has come in three years of D-I.  

That is amazing.  You have to look at the big picture and look at this as a learning 

opportunity for them.  To go up against a team that has put up that many home runs 

challenges you, and that’s what we’ve done all year, challenge ourselves against the best 

in the country.  To be 42 in the country in strength of schedule I think says something of 

where we’ve been and where we’re going. 

 

Junior Pitcher Alex Holmes 
On pitching 

We have to keep the ball down.  Our main goal as a pitching staff is to keep the ball 

down and try to get a lot of ground balls.  That’s really important, especially against a 

team with so many home runs. 

 



On playing Hawaii 

As a team, I’m not sure.  The result, we’re disappointed with, but we tried our best to 

keep the ball down.  I think my focus was the same thing between earlier in the year 

[when Davis played Hawaii] and this game right now.  The last time we played them, 

they had a lot of ground balls too.  So no room for error [tomorrow] whatsoever. 

 

On playing under pressure 

I think our team plays well under pressure.  We just have to come out tomorrow, refocus, 

and come out stronger and better. 

 

Hawaii 

Head Coach Bob Coolen 

It was an interesting game.  We came out of the chutes real fast.  It was something that 

we talked about as not waiting any time against them. We had already played them once, 

letting them back into the game.  They did the same thing in this game that they did in the 

first game.  We got out and they started to come back.  [We had to] just put the ball game 

away in that last inning with the aid of the wind game. 

 

Comparing this game to the previous game against Davis 

We were up 8-0 in the last game and they came back and scored five runs off of us in one 

inning, and we used three pitchers in that game in February.  Their lineup has changed, 

our lineup has changed.  We tweaked our lineup a little bit and I noticed that they had 

tweaked theirs.  They added a few new components.  We just shifted our hitters around a 

little bit. 

 

On the size of Boyd and Jill Smith Family Stadium and hitting home runs 

This is a big ballpark.  We noticed yesterday that the ball was going to require a bit of an 

effort to get it to go over the fence.  It’s a little wind-dated right to left, and if you get it 

up into the wind going into left field, [you can get it out of the park].  But our play is just 

to go out there and make contact.  If we get a home run, we get a home run.  Today, we 

pounded the ball a lot into the ground.  They weren’t seeing it, they weren’t reaching for 

the ball, which is what we advocate.  After a while, we started getting a little looser.  

They threw a lefty, and we see a lefty all the time in batting practice.  I think that’s why 

they felt comfortable right away.  Then the righty came in, a little bit quicker.  She 

handcuffed us a little bit, and then we started catching up to the speed of her.  Then we 

started to feel a little more comfortable.  

 

Sophomore Pitcher Stephanie Ricketts 

On her pitching and the wind 

I felt good. You know, the wind, it was on both sides, so it was nice.  I knew when they 

hit pop ups, “Oh, it’s going to be tough to play.”  I just had to try and keep the ball low so 

that they wouldn’t pop the ball up so much. 

 

On playing 20 minutes from where she grew up 



I grew up in South San Jose, which is about 20 minutes from here.  I came to the regional 

last year just to watch, so it was nice to be playing in it this time. I have a lot of people 

here right now. 

 

Senior Firstbaseman Amanda Tauli’i 

On the homerun 

I struggled most of the game, and I just wanted to come out and make a difference.  I just 

pretty much [hit into the pitch].  Home runs just run through me. 

 


