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 1999 Final Team Rankings

Category Avg. NCAA/Pac-10
Rushing Offense 153.6 48 / 5
Passing Offense 313.5 10 / 1
Total Offense 467.09   5 / 2
Scoring Offense 37.2   6 / 1
Rushing Defense 147.9 58 / 6
Pass Eff.  Defense 130.4        85 / 9
Total Defense 452.8      110 / 10
Scoring Defense 31.5          97 / 10
Turnover Margin 0.91        6 (t) / 2

Pre-Season Honors

DT Willie Howard
1st-Team All-America (a)
2nd-Team All-America (ss)
Outland Trophy Candidate (ss, tsn)
Lombardi Award Candidate (ss)
#4 DT in nation (tsn)
Pac-10 Defensive Player of the Year(tsn)
1st-Team All-Pac-10 (consensus)

OLB Riall Johnson
1st-Team All-Pac-10 (tsn)
2nd-Team All-Pac-10 (l)
#7 OLB in nation (tsn)
#14 OLB in nation (l)

PK Mike Biselli
1st-Team All-Pac-10 (consensus)
HM All-America (ss)
Groza Award Candidate (ss, tsn)
#5 PK in nation (tsn)
#8 PK in nation (l)

WR DeRonnie Pitts
1st-Team All-Pac-10 (a, ss)
2nd-Team All-Pac-10 (l, tsn)
HM All-America (ss)
#18 WR in nation (tsn)
#24 WR in nation (l)

OG Eric Heitmann
1st-Team All-Pac-10 (a, ss, tsn)
2nd-Team All-Pac-10 (l)
HM All-America (ss)

CB Ruben Carter
HM All-America (ss)
2nd-Team All-Pac-10 (l)

RB Brian Allen
HM All-America (ss)
1st-Team All-Pac-10 (ss)

FS Tank Williams
2nd-Team All-Pac-10 (tsn)

RB Kerry Carter
HM All-America (ss)
tsn - The Sporting News; ss - Street & Smith’s
l - Lindy’s; a - Athlon

HOWARD RACKS UP PRESEASON HONORS: Fifth-year senior DT
Willie Howard enters the 2000 campaign as one of the most highly touted
defensive linemen in the nation ... The Bay Area native (Mountain View) was
named a First-Team Preseason All-American by Athlon and Second Team
Preseason All-American by Street & Smith’s, who ranked him as the fourth
best defensive lineman in the country ... Howard was also on The Sporting
News’ and Street & Smith’s lists of Outland Trophy and Lombardi Award
candidates ... Howard, who has started in all 34 games in his three seasons, was
predicted to be the Pac-10’s Defensive Player of the Year by The Sporting
News ... Last season, Howard emerged as the leader - both on and off the field -
of Stanford’s defensive line unit known as the “Trenchdogs” ... Howard
finished third in the Pac-10 in both quarterback sacks (10; -60 yards) and
tackles-for-loss (19; -79 yards) in ‘99, in addition to recording 54 tackles (29
unassisted) ... He was the catalyst of a front line that was significantly better
against the rush, allowing 147.9 yards per game compared to 180.6 yards per
contest in ‘98 ... His 10 sacks - along with the 13 recorded by outside line-
backer Riall Johnson - helped the Cardinal nearly double its quarterback sack
output from the previous year (46 - ‘99; 28 - ‘98) ... Howard recorded five
tackles, including one for a loss in the Rose Bowl against Wisconsin, despite
playing with ACL damage and an MCL sprain to his right knee that was
suffered in the regular season finale against Notre Dame just five weeks earlier
... As a sophomore in ‘98, Howard was named Honorable Mention All-Pac-10
after recording 53 tackles and 5.5 sacks, and in his freshman season he had 28
tackles and two sacks at nose tackle ... Howard enters the 2000 season with 31
career tackles-for-loss (-131 yards) and 17.5 sacks (-100 yards).

PITTS TAKES PLACE IN CARDINAL RECORD BOOK:   Senior wide
receiver DeRonnie Pitts begins the season among the school’s all-time top-10
in career receptions, receiving yardage and receiving
touchdowns … Playing behind 1999 Biletnikoff
Award winner Troy Walters made Pitts the team’s #2
receiver … But, in 2000, Pitts now assumes the role as
the Cardinal’s top wideout … For his career, Pitts is
sixth in Stanford history in touchdown receptions (16),
eighth in receptions (145) and 10th in receiving yards
(2,060) ... By the time the 2000 season is complete,
Pitts will likely be second or third in every receiving
category in the Cardinal record book ... Pitts can make
his first move on Sept. 2, as he needs just two recep-
tions to pass veteran NFL wide receiver Ed McCaffrey (1986-90) for seventh
on the all-time list ... In the last two seasons alone, Pitts has caught 132 passes
for 1,865 yards and 15 touchdowns ... His breakout season was ‘98 when he
caught 74 passes, which is tied for the third highest single season total in
school history, for 1,012 yards and seven touchdowns ... The 1,012 yards still
ranks as the fifth best single season total in Stanford history ... Pitts’ recent
accomplishments have been well noticed as he enters the 2000 campaign as a
Preseason First-Team All-Pac-10 selection by several publications and an
honorable mention All-American by Street & Smith’s … He was ranked as the
18th best wide receiver in the nation by The Sporting News and 24th by
Lindy’s, and is on the “watch list” for the Biletnikoff Award.

BISELLI AIMS FOR LOU GROZA AWARD: Beginning his second season
as Stanford’s starting kicker, senior Mike Biselli (two years of eligibility

Stanford Career
Receptions Leaders
1. Troy Walters 244
2. Darrin Nelson 214
3. Brad Muster 194
4. Vincent White 162
5. Justin Armour 154
5. Jeff James 154
7. Ed McCaffrey 146
8. DeRonnie Pitts 145
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IN THE RECORD BOOKS ...

Career Receptions
1. Troy Walters, 1996-99 244
2. Darrin Nelson, 1977-81 214
3. Brad Muster, 1984-87 194
4. Vincent White, 1979-82 162
5. Justin Armour, 1991-94 154
6. Jeff James, 1984-87 154
7. Ed McCaffrey, 1986-90 146
8. DeRonnie Pitts, 1997- 145
9. Glyn Milburn, 1990-92 141
9. Chris Walsh, 1988-91 141
9. Ken Margerum, 1977-80 141

Career Receiving Yards
1. Troy Walters, 1996-99 3986
2. Justin Armour, 1991-94 2482
3. Ken Margerum, 1977-80 2430
4. Darrin Nelson, 1977-81 2368
5. Ed McCaffrey, 1986-90 2333
6. Brian Manning, 1993-96 2280
7. Emile Harry, 1981-84 2270
8. Jeff James, 1984-87 2265
9. Tony Hill, 1973-76 2225
10. DeRonnie Pitts, 1997- 2060

Career Touchdown Receptions
1. Ken Margerum, 1977-80 30
2. Troy Walters, 1996-99 26
3. Justin Armour, 1991-94 20
4. Vincent White, 1979-82 18
4. Tony Hill, 1973-76 18
6. DeRonnie Pitts, 1997- 16
6. Jeff James, 1984-87 16
6. James Lofton, 1975-77 16
6. Darrin Nelson, 1977-81 16
10. Emile Harry, 1981-84 15

Season Receptions
1. Troy Walters, 1997 86
2. Brad Muster, 1985 78
3. Troy Walters, 1999 74
3. DeRonnie Pitts, 1998 74
5. Gene Washington, 1968 71
6. Vincent White, 1982 68
7. Justin Armour, 1994 67
7. Darrin Nelson, 1981 67
9. Chris Walsh, 1991 66
10. Glyn Milburn, 1990 64

Season Points
1. Tommy Vardell, 1991 120
2. Skip Face, 1959 100
3. Darrin Nelson, 1981 96
4. Vincent White, 1982 92
5. Mike Biselli, 1999 91
6. Tommy Vardell, 1990 84
7. John Hopkins, 1988 82
8. Eric Abrams, 1995 81
9. Eric Abrams, 1992 79
10. Glyn Milburn, 1992 78
10. Brad Muster, 1986 78
10. Mark Harmon, 1982 78

remaining) is listed among the preseason candidates for the Lou Groza award,
given annually to the nation’s top placekicker … In addition, The Sporting
News ranked him No. 5 on their list of the nation’s top placekickers while
Lindy’s tabbed him No. 8 nationally ... Biselli is coming off a First-Team All-
Pac-10 season in ‘99 after connecting on 14-of-17 field goals and 49-of-52
PATs … More impressively, he was 11-of-11 from inside the 40, as all three of
his misses came from behind 45 yards ... His 91 points scored in ‘99 was the
fifth highest single season total in school history, and he was second in the Pac-
10 and 22nd in the nation in scoring (8.27 ppg) and second in the Pac-10 and
28th in the country in field goals (1.27 pg) ... He  set a new Stanford record with
49 PATs in a season, and his 14 field goals tied for the seventh highest school
single season total ... Biselli kicked the game-winning 22-yard field goal as time
expired in the regular season finale vs. Notre Dame.

RIALL’S RUSH:  The return of fifth-year senior OLB Riall Johnson gives
Stanford one of the most feared pass rushers in the nation ... The Cardinal also
has one of the top 1-2 pass rush combos in the nation with Johnson and DT
Willie Howard , who combined for 23 sacks last season ... Johnson, who was a
Second Team All-Pac-10 selection last year,
tied for the 1999 Pac-10 lead in sacks with 13
(-108 yards) ... He also ranked sixth in the
conference in tackles for loss with 17 (-119
yards), to go along with 42 tackles (28
unassisted), two pass break-ups, one forced
fumble and one safety ... Last season against
Washington State, Johnson turned in the finest performance of his collegiate
career with five sacks, seven tackles and a safety in the 54-17 win ... The five
sacks nearly matched his entire ‘98 season total of six ... Johnson, who was
moved from defensive end to outside linebacker prior to the ‘99 season, now
has 21 career sacks (-161 yards) and 32 tackles-for-loss (-190 yards) ... He has
been recognized as a first-team pre-season all-conference pick this year as well
as being ranked among the best in the nation at his position … The Sporting
News tabbed Johnson No. 7 on their list of the nation’s top outside linebackers
while Lindy’s had him at No. 14 … Johnson’s younger brother, Teyo, one of the
nation’s prized recruits, joins the Cardinal football program as a 6-7, 256-pound
quarterback … Teyo will also play basketball for Stanford.

FASANI GETS THE NOD:  Senior QB Randy Fasani (two years of eligibility
remaining) will get the first start of his collegiate career when the Cardinal
opens the 2000 campaign at Washington State ... Fasani has appeared in 13
games off the bench at quarterback over the last two seasons, and is 9-of-22 for
94 yards with one touchdown and one interception in those contests ... Fasani
came to Stanford after coming out of Del Oro High School (near Sacramento,
California) as one of the top prep signal-callers in the country in 1996 ... He
redshirted the ‘97 campaign, and then appeared in 10 games (mainly in goal line
situations) in ’98 ... He went 8-of-16 for 81 yards with an interception and a
touchdown in those 10 games, and also rushed for three touchdowns to tie for
the team lead in that category ... His most extensive playing time as a collegiate
QB came at Notre Dame on Oct. 3, 1998 when he went 4-of-8 for 58 yards ...
Fasani started the ‘99 season as the No. 3 quarterback behind Todd Husak (6th
round pick of the Washington Redskins) and Joe Borchard ... Borchard, who
was the No. 2 quarterback in ‘99, was selected in the first round of the June

1999 Pac-10 Sack Leaders
Riall Johnson (Stanford) 13
Mawuko Tugbenyoh (Cal) 13
Willie Howard (Stanford) 10
Erik Flowers (ASU) 10
Joe Tafoya (Arizona) 10
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Notebook

* - Stanford returns 12 starters (7 offense, 5
defense) and two kickers from last year’s Pac-10
Championship squad ... The Cardinal returns RB
Brian Allen , RG Eric Heitmann, FB Casey
Moore, WR DeRonnie Pitts, LG Zack Quaccia,
RT Greg Schindler and TE Russell Stewart on
offense, DE Sam Benner, DT Willie Howard ,
OLB Riall Johnson, DE Austin Lee and FS Tank
Williams on defense and PK Mike Biselli  and P
Sean Tolpinrud on special teams.

* - Junior Ryan Wells (three years of eligibility
remaining) will look to pick up where he left off as
one of the top kickoff returners in I-A football ...
Last season, Wells ranked third in the Pac-10 and
ninth in the nation with a 27.5 yard average per
return (15 returns, 412 yards) ... The average was
also the sixth best single season mark in school
history.

* - The seven players on the Stanford roster from
Washington ties it for the second most from any
state (w/Pennsylvania),and is behind only the 24
from California ... Starting ILB Riall Johnson
(Lynwood/Mariner HS) and TE Russell Stewart
(Bellevue/Newport WA) hail from Washington, as
do P/PK Jason Cooper (Moses Lake/Moses Lake
HS), QB Ryan Eklund (Federal Way/Decatur
HS), WR Eddie Gayles (Renton/Kennedy HS),
WR Jamien McCullum (Mercer Island/Mercer
Island HS) and TE Brett Pierce (Vancouver/
Columbia River HS).

* - The Cardinal will play its first three games of
the 2000 season under the lights ... Stanford will
open its home schedule with back-to-back night
games vs. San Jose State on Sept. 9 and Texas on
Sept. 16 ... Those two contests will be the first
played under the permanent lights which were
recently installed at Stanford Stadium to
accommodate television ... The Cardinal played
three night games last season and was a pefect 3-0
with a road win at Arizona and home vctories over
Washington State and Notre Dame.

* - Fifth-year senior TE Russell Stewart - a
Bellevue, Washington native - is entering his third
year in the starting lineup ... Stewart, who also
started the final two games of the ‘97 season, will
be making his 26th consecutive start on Saturday
... He has caught 23 passes for 249 yards and three
touchdowns in his Cardinal career, including
career-bests of 12 catches, 136 yards and three
scores in ‘98.

* - Stanford enters the 2000 season with four wins
in its last five Pac-10 road games dating back to
the end of the ‘98 season ... During that stretch,
Stanford has defeated Cal (10-3; 11/22/98),
Arizona (50-22; 11/18/99), USC (35-31; 10/23/99)
and Arizona State (50-30; 11/30/99) ... The only
loss was a 35-30 setback at Washington last Oct.
30th ... Overall during Tyrone Willingham’s five-
year tenure, the Cardinal has played even .500 ball
on the road in Pac-10 play (10-10).

Amateur Baseball Draft (No. 12 overall) by the Chicago White Sox, and agreed
to terms with the White Sox on July 28 (now with the Winston-Salem Warthogs
in the class-A Carolina League) ...  Prior to game #7 of the ‘99 season, Fasani
was switched to inside linebacker in order to get his athleticism on the field ...
In addition to his time at ILB, he also played extensively on special teams last
season and has seen time at tight end each of the last two years ... Prior to
moving to linebacker last October, Fasani saw time at quarterback in three
games (at Texas, Washington State, San Jose State) and went 1-of-6 for 13
yards ... Fasani will be backed up by sophomore Chris Lewis, who redshirted in
‘99, and true freshmen Ryan Eklund and Teyo Johnson.

RUBEN CARTER ANCHORS SECONDARY: Senior CB Ruben Carter
(two years of eligibility remaining), who was among the Pac-10 leaders in
passes defensed despite missing two games to injury and not breaking into the
starting lineup until mid-season, will once again be a key to the Stanford
defensive backfield ... The ‘99 Honorable Mention All-Pac-10 selection took
over the starting job at left corner in week #6 vs. Oregon State, and never
looked back ... In nine games (missed San Jose State and Cal games due to
injury), Carter was first on the team and sixth in the Pac-10 with an impressive
14 pass break-ups ... He also had 40 tackles (25 unassisted), and a pair of
interceptions ... The first of those interceptions came against Washington State
when Carter picked off a Cougar pass and returned it 67 yards for a touchdown
... The two interceptions in ‘99, coupled with his four as a redshirt freshman in
‘98, puts him just three shy of breaking into the school’s all-time top 10.

CARDINAL GROUND ATTACK IS BACK: Stanford will be strong in the
backfield once again in 2000, as it returns three players - RB Brian Allen , RB
Kerry Carter  and FB Casey Moore - who combined for 1,124 of the
Cardinal’s 1,690 yards on the ground in ‘99 (66.5 percent) ... Allen, who took
over the starting job in mid-season, led the team with 604 yards and four
touchdowns on 115 carries (5.3 ypc), and ranked eighth in the Pac-10 in rushing
yards per game with 54.9 ... He rushed for 100-plus yards in back-to-back
games at USC (15-121) and Washington (18-101) last year to become the first
Cardinal to accomplish that feat since 1997 ... Carter burst onto the scene as a
true freshman last season, and finished with 87 carries for 341 yards (3.8 ypc)
and a team-high six rushing touchdowns ... He rushed for 69 yards and a score
on nine carries in his collegiate debut at Texas, and scored three times in the
win at Arizona two weeks later ... Moore, who is a junior with three years of
eligibility remaining, established himself as one of the top young fullbacks in
the nation in ‘99 ... In addition to his blocking prowess, Moore also rushed for
192 yards and two scores on 23 carries, including a Big Game record-setting 94-
yard touchdown run vs. Cal.

NEW FACES: Stanford welcomes three new faces - one transfer and two
players returning from Mormon missions - who could make immediate impacts
in 2000 ... Junior NT Craig Albrecht (three years of eligilbility remaining)
comes to Stanford from Northwestern ... He redshirted the ‘98 season for the
Wildcats before transferring to The Farm and sitting out the ‘99 season due to
NCAA regulations ... Freshman OT Kirk Chambers , who was one of the top
prep linemen in the nation in ‘97, is battling for a starting job after missing ‘98
and ‘99 while on a Mormon mission in Berlin, Germany ... ILB Cooper
Blackhurst redshirted in ‘98, before going on a one-year mission to Australia,
and is expected to be a factor this season.


