
Stanford Head Coach Postgame Quotes 
November 10, 2012 –  Stanford Stadium 

Game Time: 12:05 p.m. (PT)  
Duration: 3:12 

Official Attendance: 47,127 

No. 16/15 Stanford (8-2, 6-1) 27 
No. 13/12 Oregon State (7-2, 5-2) 23 

 
Stanford head coach David Shaw 
 
On today’s game …  
“I’ll just start off first by telling you guys what I said to the team. Got emotional in there – I’m 
not going to get emotional with you guys – but I think the seniors, everybody thanked the 
seniors. To go through their careers, the state that Stanford football was in four-plus years ago, 
these guys came in with a great attitude, they’ve worked extremely hard to make this a great 
place for football. You can get an outstanding education and play great football here. 
 
“For them to lose two games at home the last four years, I think is special. That’s really special, 
and they deserve some kudos. We weren’t perfect today, but the one thing you count on with 
our guys is they are going to fight all the way to the end and they did that. “ 
 
On Zach Ertz’s touchdown… 
“It started off as a run, Kevin changed the play and made a great throw to Zac in the back of the 
end zone. Phenomenal throw.” 
 
On Kevin Hogan’s ability to check-down plays … 
“He’s earned our trust. When you start a new guy at quarterback early in the week, we knew he 
could handle quite a bit, but we didn’t know how much. But by the end of the week we know we 
could give him the ability to change protections, change runs to passes, passes to runs. For him 
to be able to check to that, step up in the pocket, and throw a laser in the back of the end zone 
– and most importantly move the safety with his eyes. That’s a veteran move: safety is in the 
middle of the field, move him to the right and come back and throw left. Was a heck of a 
throw.” 
 
On Stepfan’s Taylors touchdown catch … 
“A few minutes before that – well, Stepfan had a really good game. We didn’t give him enough 
opportunities, turnovers killed us today, almost killed us. But before that, Coach Stamford said 
‘Stepfan’s feeling it. He’s on fire right now, he’s running through things, he’s seeing everything.’ 
And it was right before that. Kevin, once again, being a great athlete being strong, he gets hit, 
doesn’t go down. Out of the corner of his eye he sees Stepfan and checks down to him.  
 
That’s a huge play because number one, you avoid the negative play, you avoid the sack. Then 
you get a positive play, then you let a runner do what he does, which is run. That was an 
outstanding play, play of the day, actually.” 



 
On losing the turnover battle and winning the game … 
“We needed one and our defense got us one. We needed that, we needed it bad. That’s 
uncharacteristic for us, and the team will hear about it loud and clear on Monday because that’s 
not us. And it was two of our guys, two of our best players: Stepfan and Zack Ertz. Thankfully 
they came back, and made some plays to win the game. Shakesperean to a certain degree. But 
those guys know and we talked about it the other day: our great players have to play great. 
Everybody on the team is a role player and those guys’ role is to be great players. Great players 
can’t make those mistakes. Thankfully we were able to bounce back. Kevin played great, our 
defense had some big stops at the end, but we shouldn’t have been in that hole early in the 
game. We should’ve had a lead, rather than being down.” 
 
On Kevin Hogan’s play… 
“I thought he played very well. The one interception, he left the ball too far inside. Jamal is 6-
foot-3 with a 36-inch vertical, and if he’s even, give him a chance to jump up and make a play. 
He just left the ball inside, great play by the defensive back. The other interception was tipped. 
Outside of those two plays, he was on target throwing, running, changing plays, scrambling 
when he needed to, checking the ball down, getting Ryan Hewitt involved in the gameplan 
which was big for us. He did extremely well. As good as you can expect for a guy making his first 
career start.” 
 
On the battle of Ertz and Poyer, two guys that will be in the NFL in the next couple year s… 
“There’s no question – hopefully a couple years! There’s no question those are two great 
players. He’s in my opinion over the past couple years been the best corner in our conference. 
He’s been so good. We’ve known where he is at all times. The thing with Zack is he’s 6-foot-6, 
250 pounds, and runs routes like a receiver. So even if he can’t beat you with his feet, he can 
beat you with his size. So Zack’s a heck of a football player and I think right now he’s probably 
playing as good as anybody playing tight end in the country.” 
 
On being in good position in the Pac-12 but having Oregon in the way … 
“We’re going to go play our best. That’s the thing: we’re going to go play our best football. 
We’ve not fared well with those guys. A few years ago back here we beat them, had great 
games from Andrew (Luck), great games from Toby Gerhart, and a great game from the defense. 
We got some turnovers and a couple stops on fourth down. But this is a different Oregon team 
now. These guys are special, and I agree with what most people outside the computers say: that 
this is the best team in the country. And it’s going to take our best game and not their best 
game to pull this thing off. So we enjoy this win and get back to work tomorrow and try to find a 
way to beat these guys.” 
 
On enjoying the win… 
“I say 24-hour rule and I give myself about six hours. It won’t take long. I’ll be on the computer 
tonight, sitting on my couch, trying to relax a little bit, but I’ll be watching those guys, getting 
ready.” 
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Senior DE Josh Mauro 
On the fumble recovery… 
“I was on the backside and just hustled to the ball. One of our guys came up to the ball 
and [Vaz] was just kind of carrying it loose and it just popped out right there. I just 
jumped on it. I knew that we needed the ball back. He might have dropped it when he 
saw one of our guys and anticipated that he couldn’t make a shot. I’m not real sure 
what happened. The ball was on the ground, and I knew that we needed our offense to 
get the ball to score.” 
 
Senior TE Zach Ertz  
On his fumble … 
“That’s not characteristic of our offense, all those turnovers. The guy got a hand on it 
when I was trying to make a cut, and it just squirted out.” 
 
Senior RB Stepfan Taylor 
On his touchdown… 
“I wasn’t doing a great job of getting the check down. If he doesn’t see his progression, I 
try to stay in [Hogan’s] ear to hit the check down and that I’m open. He didn’t see 
anything downfield and I was downfield and he saw me, so I was able to score. That was 
where I’m supposed to be if I’m not blocking anybody.  He saw me and I was able to get 
the ball.” 
 
On playing on Senior Day … 
“You want to win your last home game. You owe it to your teammates, especially the 
seniors. You go through the whole season and you don’t want this last one to go away. 
We’ve got two more games. We can’t get overconfident or anything like that.We still 
have to finish the season off like we want to.” 
 
Sophomore QB Kevin Hogan 
On the go-ahead touchdown pass to Ertz … 
“I just saw good coverage. They were playing man.  Anytime you can get Zach out one-
on-one, not many people can cover him, if any. He ran a great route to get behind the 
defense. And made a great catch for a touchdown.” 



 
On his play overall… 
“OK. I’m happy that we got the win. Some incompletions here and there, the 
interceptions, obviously, you want to protect the ball at all time. In the end, we got our 
goal, so I’m happy about that.” 
 
Senior OLB Alex Debniak 
On the game-ending sack … 
“Before coming into this year I had only one career sack. So I was taking advantage of 
the opportunities that I’ve had. Hats off to the rest of the defense for providing all that 
pressure throughout the game. Especially to the fifth-year seniors, I love them very 
much, and we’ve been through a lot together. For the last home game, and ending on 
that win, it means a lot to us.” 
 
On the emotions of playing on Senior Day … 
“It’s been a very emotional day for a lot of us. I’m going to try to have a lot of fun 
tonight and enjoy this win, but we’ve still got two games to go the rest of the season, so 
we’ve definitely got to take advantage of the opportunities that we have.” 
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