
 
 

 

Post-game Quotes 
Stanford 65, Washington 21 

October 22, 2011 
 

Washington Head Coach Steve Sarkisian 
 On the game… 
 We got beat in all three phases. They’re a good football team, I tip my hat to Stanford.  There’s a reason 
why they’ve done what they’ve done. They did a nice job, I thought they had a nice gameplan, they 
executed very well, they took care of the football, their kicking game was excellent and we were spotty. We 
missed some opportunities that could have changed the complexion of the game and we didn’t capitalize. 
Against a good team like Stanford, if you don’t capitalize on those opportunities that’s what happens. 
  
On Michael Thomas’ interception… 
I thought a real killer was the pick-six right at the end of the first half.  That was a real blow to our psyche. 
To come out and be non-existent offensively in the third quarter was pretty disappointing. 
  
On Stanford’s offense… 
They ran the ball, they tried to throw it and we defended the passes. They did a couple things with their 
formations and they executed really well. We’d defend a play, defend a play and the one time we got out of 
a gap – BANG – and it wasn’t 12 yards, it was 50. I tip my hat to them. 
  
On Stanford’s offensive line… 
 The last time I saw a line play like this was at USC in 2005. I watched it every game. 
  
Washington RB Chris Polk 
 On cutting the lead to three at 17-14… 
 We had them right where we wanted them and we thought that we had a lot of momentum going in and 
our offense was really clicking. At that point, if we did what we needed to do we felt they couldn’t stop us. 
  
On Stanford’s defense… 
In key situations they didn’t stop us, we stopped ourselves. We missed assignments, dropped passes and 
weren’t executing our gameplan. 
  
Washington WR Devin Aguilar 
On losing the game… 
It was a real tough night, we shot ourselves in the foot a couple times and we could have played better. We 
need to look at the field and progress from this game to next week’s game against Arizona. 
  
On the interception… 
It was just a misread, they just all-out blitzed. The guy just undercut the route. I believe I was open on that 
play and that’s one of the ways we shot ourselves in the foot. You just need to get back to it and things 
could have played out better for us. 
 
 



 

Stanford Head Coach David Shaw 
On tonight’s game… 
We always want to be physical and we’re going to play the style of football that we love to play. We took 
advantage of what we felt the defense was giving us.  Most of our five starters probably played there best 
game.  I mean, our (running) backs got to the line of scrimmage clean with a head of steam tonight. 
 
On Andrew Luck Play Calling… 
Andrew’s the coach on the field. That phrase gets completely overused, but Andrew’s the truth of it. If I 
felt like showing you my call sheet, which I don’t, you would see that every single play that we have on the 
call sheet, is one play kill to another play, or one play kill to a second play or third play and on every single 
play he can audible to a fourth or fifth play.  He has it all at his fingertips and every single play today he got 
us to the right play. 
 
On 10 straight games won by 25+… 
It means nothing. We told guys the only thing we’ve done is put ourselves in a position to go to a bowl 
game. That’s it.  We’re going to a bowl game, we don’t know when or where. 
 
On this year’s team compared to last year’s… 
We’re not as good right now as we were at the end of the year last year. Where we were at the Orange 
Bowl, I think we’re getting close but we’re not there yet.  That team was 100 percent on board with 
everything that was going on.  The execution was outstanding. I think we’re getting close, but we’re not 
there yet. 
 
On BCS Rankings... 
The biggest pitfall in this profession and I’ve lived in this profession my entire life, the biggest pitfall in 
this profession is to a) worry about things that you shouldn’t worry about or b) worry about things you 
can’t control. The only thing we control is how we work during the week and how we play on Saturday’s 
and after that great, if that puts us some place, great.  If it doesn’t, so be it. We’re going to play hard, and 
we’re going to play aggressive and hopefully we’ll continue to get better. 
 

Stanford QB Andrew Luck 
On breaking school rushing record… 
We were very aware of it when we broke it. What a testament to the O-line, to the coach, the tight ends, to 
the fullbacks and wide receivers. It was a total team effort on the ground today, but first of all, to the backs 
making it happen with unbeilieve plays. They’re special athletes, and it’s fun to have four of them, four 
really good ones. It’s a fun thing to be apart of. 
 
On the offensive linemen performance… 
They’re a great group of guys and could easily be sitting at this table, but they’re too proud to be at the 
table I guess. They work their butts off all week and take a lot of pride in their work. As a quarterback, it’s 
real fun to get the snap, ahnd it off, and see those big guys work and it is somewhat of a thing of beauty to 
see those 300 pounders move on their feet. It’s amazing. 
 
Stanford RB Tyler Gaffney 
On a career high day… 
I feel great, but I can’t really complain when I have Stepfan (Taylor) to help balance the plays. I can’t 
complain. 
 
 
 
 



On running the wildcat… 
At first, it was very different. I usually line up behind number 12 (Luck), but I had to get the snaps down, 
but once that happens, it all just becomes very natural. You have the ball and kind of not very worried 
about making the right footwork, you’re just going. 
 
Stanford FS Michael Thomas 
On missed tackles in first half… 
We got a second half…talk from coach (Garrett) Mason he let us know real quick that we can’t play like 
that. Everyone did their job. He (Mason) just told us that if we continued to play like this, then the offense 
is going to halve to win this game for us. Everyone got the message, and we just started playing better. That 
was it. 
 
Stanford RB Stepfan Taylor 
On progression of running backs… 
It was exciting to see everybody go out there and have fun. When we came back in at half time, I told 
(Tyler) Gaffney ‘let’s try to get 500 (yards) out here.’ It was a great feeling, we had a great week of 
practice, and I was excited to just come out here and play. 
 
On finding holes… 
It’s been like that every game, with the offensive linemen, fullbacks and tight ends as well. We just try to 
get the ball, follow our aiming points and linemen assignment and the holes are there. 
 


