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Stanford's Skov family reunited on the Farm
Tom FitzGerald, Chronicle Staff Writer

As a youngster, Peter Skov used to attend Stanford football games with his dad and root for the passing combination of Jim Plunkett and
Randy Vataha.

"It's almost surreal that this is happening," he said.

What's happening is that not only is his son Shayne flying around the practice field as the emotional leader of the Stanford defense but
that his other son, Patrick, a freshman linebacker, has joined the Cardinal.

Besides the emotional reward, of course, Peter and his wife, Terri, have two sons on full athletic scholarships to one of the most expensive
schools in America.

"I'm absolutely tickled pink," Peter said on a visit to the practice field. "I don't think any parent should ever even be able to dream of this
happening. I pinch myself to make sure it's true all the time."

Life has had its twists and turns for the Skov family. Terri was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis 15 years ago. She gave birth to two
daughters since then, and the family moved from San Francisco to Guadalajara, Mexico, in 2001, partly because the climate was better for
her health.

Her condition, though, has gotten progressively worse, and she is now in assisted living in Emeryville. "She wanted to be near the boys,"
Peter said.

Shayne and Patrick were born in San Francisco. When Shayne started playing youth football, he and Patrick used to practice tackling each
other in the Panhandle.

Shayne attended Piedmont High before his father sent him to Trinity-Pawling School in Pawling, N.Y. He became a four-star recruit and
has lived up to that billing at Stanford. He has started at inside linebacker since midway through his freshman season and last season led
the team in tackles with 84 despite missing the first two games.

On the practice field, as in games, he's a ferocious presence. Here's how head coach David Shaw describes him: "High motor, relentless
and borderline out of control, which is kind of where you like your linebackers."

Shaw recalled that Jon Gruden, his former boss with the Raiders, used to regard his linebackers as guard dogs. "You like to have to pull
them back every once in a while," Shaw said.

Beyond the aggressiveness, Skov "is working on being in the exact right place at the exact right time on every play," Shaw said.

Shayne is one of the jokers in the locker room, a little goofy, in fact. When the game starts, he becomes something else entirely.

"Once the lights come on, the fundamentals of the game are: There's a guy in front of you - What are you going to do about it?" he said. "I
was taught to have a hit-or-be-hit mentality. I'd rather be the aggressor and the first one to punch in a fight. It's the way I was taught to
play football. It's something I love about it. Maybe it brings out a part of my subconscious that I don't usually employ."

Both Skovs played football on hard, dirt fields in Mexico, which might explain their toughness. Patrick spent four years at the
Lawrenceville (N.J.) School, where he became a standout linebacker and the No. 5 fullback prospect in the country according to
Scout.com. At an all-star game in Maryland, Shaw said, "He put three guys who were rated higher than him on their butts."

He's probably ticketed for special teams this year but might move into the lineup next year.

By then, Shayne might be gone to the NFL, where he'd love to emulate his hero, Pro Bowl linebacker Derrick Johnson of the Kansas City
Chiefs. Skov enjoyed watching Johnson play on TV for the University of Texas, wearing No. 11. Skov took that number too. "It was real
streamlined," he said. "The numbers looked like two rockets." When Patrick was being recruited - by Cal, among others - Shayne didn't
try to recruit him to Stanford. "I wanted him to make his own decision," he said. "He's his own man."

There's not much doubt about that. Their father said Patrick "can be a bit more stubborn than Shayne. Shayne is a bit more easygoing."
Shayne is 6-foot-3, 251 pounds; Patrick is 6-1, 234. "I don't know who's faster," Shaw said. Patrick is limited at the moment because of a
hip flexor problem. Then there's the issue of hair. Shayne wore a Mohawk much of last season; although his hair is cut short at the
moment, he promises something new and creative this year. Patrick said he'll do "something interesting" too. "It's in the Skov bloodline,"
he said. "We like to have a little fun - get our game face on, get our game hair on."

Briefly: After a blazing hot practice Tuesday at Steuber Rugby Stadium - the regular practice field is being reseeded - Shaw listed the
players who have the edge at contested positions: Cameron Fleming at right offensive tackle, Sam Schwartzstein at center, Kevin Danser
(currently hurt) at left guard, Max Bergen at inside linebacker, Griff Whalen at wide receiver and Jordan Williamson at kicker.


