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Wilkerson showing signs he's real deal
By John Reid, Palo Alto Daily News

Stanford's Anthony Wilkerson appreciates where he is now and where he might be headed. Wilkerson, a true-freshman running back, 
rushed for 81 yards on 10 carries in Stanford's 42-17 victory over Arizona at Stanford Stadium on Friday. The 6-foot, 218-pound 
Wilkerson has 248 yards on 46 carries, an average of 5.5 yards per carry. If it wasn't for the superb running of sophomore Stepfan Taylor, 
Wilkerson could very well be the Cardinal's main ball carrier in an era where most true freshmen are redshirted.

"Stepfan Taylor is a workhorse," Wilkerson said. "He can pass block, run, do all the above. We have a great group of running backs. I'm 
doing anything to help this team win. To be able to step in an contribute is a great feeling. I'm just trying to show my skills and let 
whatever happens, happen."

More and more each game, Wilkerson is making it happen. Against the "tough against the run" Wildcats, he took a pitch from quarterback 
Andrew Luck and burst around left end for 39 yards, his longest gain of the year. Late in the game, Wilkerson went over right tackle for 
17 yards, nearly taking it to the house before losing his balance in the open field. He scored a 1-yard touchdown against Sacramento State 
in his first collegiate game, adding a second TD on a 6-yard run against USC.

Watching Wilkerson run is a privilege, not a right, for he's a special back. A threat to break one at any moment, Wilkerson is as fast as a 
whippet and more powerful
Advertisement
than one's morning bold coffee.

"A lot of people say I'm a power back," Wilkerson said. "I really don't know. I just go out there and run. If I can run someone over, I'll run 
someone over. If I can juke someone, I'll juke someone."

Wilkerson put up pinball numbers his last two seasons at Tustin High, rushing for 5,143 yards and 79 touchdowns. It was either Stanford 
or UCLA for Wilkerson. A huge Stanford tie helped sway him north.

His uncle, Mark Davis (1983-86), was one of the finest center fielders to roam Sunken Diamond's spacious outfield. Davis was Stanford's  
top freshman in '83, leading the team in runs scored with 70. Davis is No. 2 in runs scored at Stanford with 244 and is tied for fifth in 
career stolen bases with 85. Davis had 19 career triples, placing him No. 1 at Stanford alongside Mike Codiroli.

"My uncle had a big part in me coming here," Wilkerson said. "He told me that if I went to Stanford, good things will happen. Other than 
just football, it's a great opportunity for life ahead of me."

Another uncle, Mike Davis, played eight years with the Oakland Athletics, then two years with the Los Angeles Dodgers where he won a 
World Series title in 1988. Davis is most remembered as the player who got the walk in the bottom of the ninth of Game 1. He then scored 
on Kirk Gibson's dramatic walk-off home run that beat Davis' former team -- the Oakland A's.

"I know my uncles were both great," Wilkerson said. "I didn't get their baseball savvy, but football is a good sport for me."

Stanford is 8-1 for the first time since 1970. The Cardinal has a chance to become the first one-loss Stanford team in 75 years. No one is 
more appreciative than Wilkerson, who respects his predecessors who endured hardships.

"We have great leaders," Wilkerson said. "We have people who went through a 1-11 season. They know what it takes to be a top team. I 
look up to them."

Things are looking up for Wilkerson, who has many big moments in store for him at Stanford. 


