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Big man on campus does all for Stanford
By Elliott Almond, Mercury News 

Stanford's secret weapon is so big he can't easily hide.

Here comes James McGillicuddy, all 307 pounds of him, playing tight end, fullback, H-back, tackle or guard. The sixth-year senior has 
been a menace this year, something Washington State will have to deal with today when Stanford sends in the utility man to open up the 
running game.

"He just loves coming out of the backfield and tattooing people," left guard Andrew Phillips said.

What McGillicuddy really wants, what he lobbies for every day, is a chance to handle the ball.

"Cuddy's talking about a Cuddy package where Cuddy's in the backfield and he gets the ball," coach Jim Harbaugh said.

No chance, quarterback Andrew Luck said.

"I threw it to him once in practice, and he dropped it -- in front of everybody," Luck added.

McGillicuddy, 24, is quick to point out it happened during a Friday walk through. "And the sun was in my eyes," he said.

How about just handing off to the big man?

"He wouldn't know what to do with it," Luck said.

McGillicuddy begs to differ.

"Andrew probably didn't mention that he threw two balls to me after practice that I caught," he said.

Nope, that didn't come up.

Joking aside, players revel in McGillicuddy's perseverance and the role he has created for himself this year. He missed 21/2 seasons with 
a torn patellar tendon in his right knee that required three surgeries.

Then McGillicuddy
Advertisement
lost the starting right tackle job to Derek Hall in fall camp. He didn't complain. Instead he has found a niche Harbaugh says makes him 
invaluable to the team. The player's number is called on the so-called big packages.

Problem is which number? McGillicuddy wears 74 but has to change jerseys to be eligible as a receiver. So he also wears other numbers. 
McGillicuddy doesn't care as long as he's playing. But there is that one unfulfilled dream.

"I've never had the ball thrown to me, handed off or pitched," McGillicuddy lamented of his days in Pop Warner, high school and college.

"Nothing." 


