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Phillips finds comfort in the form of his Cardinal 
teammates  
By Rick Eymer
Palo Alto Online Sports

Stanford senior guard Andrew Phillips found comfort and support with his extended family while coming to grips with the tragic loss of 
his father, Bill Phillips, in a plane crash earlier this month in Alaska.

"I love this team," Phillips said Monday as the Cardinal football team began final preparations for its season opener. "I would do anything 
for any one of them, especially after all this. It's been unbelievable. I never had to go through anything alone and that meant a lot."

One day into summer training camp, Phillips was awoken by a phone call from his mother saying there was a plane crash, that his father 
and younger brother, Willie, were aboard and that some people were dead and some were alive.

In a plane crash that also took the life of former Alaska senator Ted Stevens, Phillips was able to rejoice that his 13-year-old brother 
survived the crash and acted heroically in helping other injured passengers despite a broken bone in his face, a broken wrist and broken 
bones in his foot.

Willy Phillips began school Monday confined to a wheelchair as he progresses through the healing process, which required minor surgery 
to his face and two surgeries on his foot, with more to come.

"We were all devastated," Stanford redshirt quarterback Andrew Luck said. "A lot of guys didn't know what to do in such a terrible 
situation. A couple of us went to the funeral because we didn't want him to be alone."

Luck said players maintained contact with Phillips through e-mails and text messages.

"We tried to keep him up to date on what was happening here," Luck said. "It was weird when he wasn't in the huddle because he's such a 
presence on this team. When he got back, we tried to lighten it up a little but he was in a football mode and we had to be serious too."

Senior center Chase Beeler and the offensive line named Phillips an honorary captain for Saturday's 3:30 p.m. game against Sacramento 
State.

"We all wish it didn't happen," Luck said. "At the same time, it brought people closer together. Guys were suddenly talking to their 
parents a lot more and not taking things for granted."

"It shocked everybody," Cardinal senior fullback-linebacker Owen Marecic said of the ineffable situation. "It was a tough hit to the gut.  
We were there for him and I think we came together through that."

His lips are sealed
Stanford coach Jim Harbaugh will not be divulging any injury secrets this year. In fact, it was difficult to pin him down on who may or 
may not start at some positions.

Junior wide receiver-return specialist Chris Owusu was not listed on the depth chart released for the first week. "Chris is working through 
something physically," Harbaugh said reluctantly. "He could possibly play. We haven't ruled anybody out." He later added, "I'm trying to 
respect the young man's wishes and those of his family and I hope you do too."

Sophomore punter Daniel Zychlinski was listed ahead of returning starter David Green but Harbaugh would only say, "You'll have to see 
which one we run out there Saturday." Harbaugh also did not tip his hand on the starting running back, but did say redshirt freshman 
Levine Toilolo is the leader to start at tight end and that junior corner Johnson Badesmosi earned a start "by playing the best."

Fifth-year senior tackle Derek Hall is slated to make his first career start, as is free safety Michael Thomas.

Should sophomore Stepfan Taylor get the nod over Jeremy Stewart, it would also be his first career start.

Kickoff corner
For the first time in the Jim Harbaugh era, Stanford opens the season against a nonconference opponent. "College football is unique in 
that there is no dress rehearsal," Harbaugh said. "There are no exhibition games. From game one it's the real deal." . . . Barry Browning, 
Blake Lueders and Ed Reynolds are among the true freshmen who are most likely to see game action. . . . Stanford is 7-3 over its past 10 
season openers. . . . Sacramento State is the first non-FBS opponent for the Cardinal since losing to UC Davis in 2005.
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Stanford lineman Phillips breaks silence on father's death
By ELLIOTT ALMOND, Mercury News 

Stanford lineman Andrew Phillips stoically recalled Monday details about an Aug. 9 plane crash that killed his father and from which his 
teen-aged brother emerged a heroic survivor.

"I've learned when things get really bad there's still a lot to be thankful for," he said, speaking to Bay Area media about the ordeal for the 
first time.

The nightmare began for the fifth-year senior when receiving a call in the early hours of Aug. 10 after the first day of fall football camp. 
His father and brother were on a plane that crashed, mother Janet Phillips told him.

"Some are dead; some are alive."

William D. Phillips, a Washington lawyer and lobbyist, died when a plane carrying him and eight others on a salmon fishing trip crashed 
into a remote hillside near Dillingham, Alaska. He was 56.

But Willy Phillips, 13, was one of four survivors in a crash that also killed former U.S. senator Ted Stevens (R-Alaska). The National 
Transportation Safety Board is investigating the incident.

Phillips credited his youngest brother for helping him and surviving family members navigate the difficult times.

The lesson crystallized in an Alaska hospital where Phillips was the first family member to visit Willy, an eighth grader at a Catholic 
school in Bethesda, Md. Phillips had images of his brother lying on a sterile bed connected to life-support tubes.

Instead, the teen greeted his brother with a smile and said of a gash on his leg, "Hey take a picture of it. I want
Advertisement
to see it."

Willy told his 6-foot-5, 302-pound brother that he had fallen asleep during the trip and woke up to "a big bang."

The teen was the only one mobile enough to help the others. He tried to keep survivors warm and comfortable while waiting for hours 
while rescuers searched the wilderness for the wreckage.

"Everyone said he had this calm and strength about him that helped everyone," Phillips said of his brother, who started school in a 
wheelchair Monday.

Willy suffered a severely broken foot, broken wrist and fractured bone in his face. The teen had jumped out of the wreckage to signal for 
help when hearing a plane overhead. Phillips said his brother managed to climb his way up a mountain ridge to alert bush pilots looking 
for them.

"That changed the game completely," said Phillips, an honorable mention All-Pac-10 guard last year. "Seeing Willy run up, people knew 
there was something to fight for, something to get to."

Willy's actions didn't surprise the family. Phillips, whose brothers Colter and Paul are tight ends at Virginia and Indiana, respectively,  
recalled how a Great Dane viscously attacked Willy when he was a toddler. Paul Phillips kicked the dog away, saving his life. "He got his 
Band-aids on and didn't complain," Phillips said of Willy. "He just accepted it."

Phillips also fondly remembered his 6-foot-7 father, a defensive tackle at the University of Evanston in the 1970s who later worked as 
Stevens' chief of staff.

The senior Phillips, who lived in Germantown, Md., managed to attend half the games of all his sons, although they were scattered across 
the country. "It's insane," Phillips said. "He'd see a Friday night game and hop on a red eye at Dulles and be at a 3:30 kickoff for us." 
Phillips was ready to forgo the 2010 season to help his family. But his mother insisted he return to Stanford the day after the funeral. 
"Every day she tells me, 'Be a kid and play football,' " Phillips said.

He's doing his best to honor those wishes. The family has started a fund to honor Bill Phillips. Donations can be made to: Stanford 
Football Family Emergency Fund c/o Matt Doyle, Stanford University, 641 East Campus Drive, Stanford, CA 94305 or The College 
Athlete Emergency Assistance Fund c/o Utrecht & Phillips, 1900 M Street, NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20036.
Stanford to honor player who lost father in Alaska crash
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Stanford to Honor Player's Father Killed in Crash
By CAM INMAN, Contra Costa Times

Stanford will start its football season Saturday on an inspiring note, albeit for a most unwanted reason.

Senior guard Andrew Phillips, whose father was killed in a plane crash in the Alaskan wilderness Aug. 9, will be on the field with his 
teammates, as honorary captain for the season opener at home against Sacramento State.

"The support I received from guys playing now or in the past has been unbelievable," Phillips said. "I never had to go through anything 
alone."

Phillips relayed details Monday about his father's fatal plane crash, and it could not have been easy poignantly describing what he and his 
family have endured. But he handled it with tremendous poise. Stanford would do well to handle to handle adversity this season the way 
Phillips has the past couple weeks.

Four others died in the plane crash, including former U.S. Senator Ted Stevens (Alaska). Four others survived, including Phillips' 
youngest brother, Willy, whose heroic acts after the crash were recounted by his proud brother Monday.

The tragic tale definitely has had a trickle-down effect on Stanford.

"It really shocked everybody. It was a pretty tough hit to the gut, especially for a few days," said Owen Marecic, a two-way starter at 
fullback and inside linebacker. "We really came together as a team.

"Hopefully Andy feels we were there for him. We've really come together as a team. Hopefully we can use that to hold up Andy 
throughout the season and years to come."

Even though Marecic is the "face of the team"-as Stanford coach Jim Harbaugh anointed him Monday-Phillips is a fifth-year senior and 
starting left guard who embodies the spirit and drive his teammates will display Saturday.

"We wish it didn't happen, but it's bringing the team together," Stanford quarterback Andrew Luck said. "A lot of guys talk to their parents 
a lot more. We do not take little things for granted. We understand how special families can be."

Stanford's camaraderie has produced a mentality that could serve it well in a season some predict will result in a Pac-10 title (see: ESPN's 
Kirk Herbstreit).

Stanford's mind-set is perhaps best illustrated by Phillips': a determination to succeed in the face of adversity.

Three weeks ago, after a "pretty typical" first day of training camp, Phillips was awakened by a phone call from his mother, Janet. She 
told him about the plane crash, that his father and youngest brother were aboard, that some passengers had died, that some survived, that 
no more was known.

Phillips then flew up to Anchorage, all the while e-mailing people in search of an update on his father Bill, 56, who was a prominent 
lawyer and lobbyist in Washington, D.C., and 13-year-old brother Willy, who is described by Andrew as a "tough kid" who survived a dog 
attack as a toddler.

When Andrew Phillips learned their outcomes in a call to an aunt, he passed along the news to his mother and two other brothers, Paul 
and Colter, who play collegiate football at Indiana and Virginia, respectively.

What was said to Phillips when he returned to Stanford's huddle after a weeklong absence?

"We did try to lighten things up," Luck said. "It was really weird when he wasn't in the huddle. He is such a presence on the offensive 
line. When he got back, we tried to talk a little, but football can be serious. He was in football mode and we didn't try talking him out of 
that."

Nor did nose tackle Sione Fua go easy on Phillips. "You can definitely tell he was a little rusty after his first day back. But Andrew is back 
at everything, grinding and knocking people off balance. "He's responded well to the situation, and the team has rallied well behind him. 
He'll be a leader this year on the offensive line and on the team as a whole."

Phillips led by tremendous example Monday. And his teammates have been right there with him. He is not going through anything alone.
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Family helps Stanford's Phillips cope with death
Tom FitzGerald, Chronicle Staff Writer

Andrew Phillips knows he has a family on either coast, his mother and brothers back East and the Stanford football team. He badly 
needed both in the past few weeks.

That point hit home with Phillips the moment he returned to the team after the death of his father in a plane crash. The players broke off 
their calisthenics, cheered him loudly and gathered around to embrace the 6-foot-5, 302-pound senior offensive tackle.

"I love this team," Phillips said Monday in his first public comments since returning to practice Aug. 21. "I would do anything for anyone 
on this team. ... The support I received not only from guys who play now but who played (for Stanford) in the past has been unbelievable. 
I never had to go through anything alone."

The day before the practice, Phillips had attended his father's memorial service in Maryland. William "Bill" Phillips, 56, a lawyer and 
lobbyist, died Aug. 9 in the crash of a 1957 DeHavilland float plane in southwestern Alaska. The crash also killed former U.S. Sen. Ted 
Stevens of Alaska and three others. The group was on a fishing trip.

Shortly after flying to Seattle, Phillips learned his father had died. He called the other members of his family to break the news to them.

Phillips' brother, Willy, 13, survived the crash and, despite his own injuries, helped comfort other survivors in the hours before help 
arrived. They had to wait overnight before being airlifted off the mountain by helicopter.

Willy exacerbated bone fractures in his foot when he leaped out of the plane and scrambled up the mountainside to wave at a bush pilot. 
Until then, Andrew Phillips said, the authorities had assumed everyone on the plane had been killed.

"I always knew he was a tough kid," Phillips said. "When he was a toddler, he got attacked by a Great Dane. He's got scars all over his 
body from it. My brother Paul probably saved his life; he got the dog off him. He recovered and didn't curse the world out. He just kind of 
accepted it. He treated this the exact same way."

Andrew Phillips was the first family member to reach Willy in the hospital. He had expected to see his brother covered with tubes. 
Instead, Willy was joking with the nurses. He asked Andrew to take a photo of the gash on his leg because he couldn't see it.

While they were in the hospital, Stanford coach Jim Harbaugh called and asked to speak to Willy. A few minutes later, Willy had his first 
football scholarship offer.

The youngster has had two operations on his foot and one on his nose. He also sustained a broken wrist and is going to need further 
surgery on his foot. He's back at school in a wheelchair. The other two brothers, both football players, are back at school, too. Colter is a 
sophomore tight end at Virginia and Paul a freshman tight end at Indiana.

Speaking at the memorial service, Andrew Phillips said his father lived "with no frills and no presumptions." Bill Phillips, a 6-7 former 
football player at Evansville, had served as Stevens' chief of staff.

He would attend his sons' high school football games on Friday nights, then take red-eye flights to Stanford games. Several Cardinal 
players have spoken of his friendliness and his large presence.

Phillips said he was prepared to sit out the season to be with his family, but his mother, Janet, "was very adamant about getting me back 
here. Every day she tells me, 'Be a kid and play football.'


