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Training Camp Q&A - Blake Lueders
by Dave Fowkes, Examiner.com

True Freshman Blake Lueders was one of the top recruits in the class of 2010. As he learns the middle linebacker position, Lueders seems 
like one of the true freshman that is likely to see playing time is first year for Stanford football. At 6-5, 241-pounds, he certain has an 
impressive body frame for the position.

I talked to Lueders after practice on Wednesday.

Q: How is your first training camp, how does it feel?

It is going pretty well. It is a lot of fun. We have a lot of great leaders and everyone is working hard.

Q: What has been the biggest adjustment going from the high school level to the college level?

It is definitely a lot faster. There are a lot more coverages. The defenses are a lot more complex.

Q: How is the adjustment to the playbook and all you have to learn?

Everyday I am getting a little bit better at it. I just have to spend extra time in my playbook.

Q: Do you feel as you play it is coming naturally or is there still a lot of mental thought and mechanical movements?

It is starting to become more natural.

Q: What about the difference in the speed between what you were used to and what you have seen the last two and a half weeks?

It is definitely a lot faster than what I am used to. But part of that is just the mental too. Once you get that down you don’t have to hesitate 
as much and you get faster reads and you know where the ball is going.

Q: Where are you playing now? Are you backing up at linebacker?

Yes sir. Inside linebacker.

Q: Have you been playing with the second team?

It kind of varies day to day depending on who is playing and who is not.

Q: Have you had a conversation with the coaches yet about playing in your first year or do you just anticipate it is going to happen?

No, we’ll just see what happens.

Q: Just over a week until the season starts, is there one specific thing that you are working on in your technique to continue to improve?

I need to work on my hands and staying lower probably.

Q: How so with your hands?

Just shedding blocks and getting better using my hands to get off of blocks.

Q: It has to be a huge learning curve when you are playing against an offensive line like you have here at Stanford?

Definitely! If you make a mistake they will take advantage of it.

Q: How are you interacting with the upper classes?

Everyone is great. They are great guys, they are great leaders.

Q: It seems like it is a pretty tight team in general in terms of bonding?

Definitely! Everyone hangs out with everyone. It is real close in the locker room.

Q: Is there any change in mentality now as training camp moves toward game preparation?

Everyone is definitely getting excited for the season. You can tell everyone is starting to get ready for the season.


