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Basketball Tradition

STANFORD – With a school record eight-straight NCAA
tournament appearances, and appearances in the Final
Four, the Elite Eight and the Sweet Sixteen in the past
five years, Stanford Basketball is among the nation’s elite
programs.

Last season, the Cardinal won a school record 31
games, advanced to the Elite Eight, won the Pacific-10
title for a third straight season, and was ranked in the
Top 3 the entire year.

Two years ago, the Cardinal captured Pac-10 honors
(along with Arizona), and for the first time in school his-
tory was ranked #1 in the nation.

Three seasons ago, the Cardinal captured the Pac-10
title, attained a #2 national ranking during the season,
and advanced to the second round of the NCAA
Tournament.

Four years ago, a magical season descended upon the
Cardinal program. The team reached the NCAA Final
Four in San Antonio, and in the semi-final game, sent
eventual national champion Kentucky to overtime. The
1997-98 team was indeed special. Not only talented, but
also a team blessed with great chemistry.

“Walking around San Antonio (site of the 1998 Final
Four) and seeing all the people wearing their Stanford
stuff and recognizing so many familiar faces was great,”
said Mike Montgomery, Anthony B. Joseph Director of
Basketball. “It brought home what college basketball is
all about, which is being proud of your school and how

your players handle themselves and compete. So, from a
university standpoint, this puts us in the upper echelon.”

The accomplishments by Stanford Basketball in recent
years have been many.

In the past 16 seasons, the Cardinal has chalked up an
impressive mark of 186-44 (.809) at Maples Pavilion.
Where the Cardinal once played in front of small
crowds, it now routinely performs to a large contingent
of Cardinal faithful.

Stanford has participated in post-season play 14 of the
past 16 seasons. In 1996-97, history was recorded as
Stanford played in the “Sweet Sixteen”, a first in the
school’s history. And of course in 1997-98, the team,
seeded third in the Midwest Region, swept through four
opponents to reach the Final Four for the first time since
1942. Stanford has also been a participant in the
National Invitation Tournament (NIT). In 1991, the
Cardinal captured the NIT title.

During the 1988-89 season, the Cardinal captured the
hearts of many people in the Bay Area with a memorable
season. Stanford chalked up a 26-7 record, a 15-3 mark
in the Pacific-10, a perfect 13-0 mark at Maples Pavilion,
a #12 national ranking, and set or tied 26 Stanford,

“... and here’s Stanford, brilliantly
coached, with a bunch of guys you can
actually get to know after four years,
always a good bet for the NCAA tour-
nament, and everyone graduates. The
very essence of the collegiate experi-
ence.”

Bruce Jenkins, San Francisco Chronicle

Todd Lichti, Stanford’s all-time leading scorer (2,336 points), was a
four-time All Pac-10 selection.

By Bob Vazquez, 
Media Relations Director

Championship History
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An Art Lee steal and a Mark Madsen dunk, and Stanford’s
improbable comeback against Rhode Island in the 1998 NCAA
Tournament sets up its run to the Final Four.

Hank Luisetti holds the oldest school record
at Stanford. Luisetti scored 50 points vs
Duquesne on Jan. 1, 1938.
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Maples Pavilion, team, individual and Pac-10 records.
During the last 13 seasons, the Cardinal has chalked up
304 victories.

“I have the pleasure of working with kids who are
very solid people,” said Montgomery. “They don’t cause
problems off the court, they have real goals in mind to
what they’re going to do with their lives.”

Stanford Basketball has enjoyed many memorable
moments in its history. Since 1913, Cardinal Basketball
has provided many thrilling moments for Cardinal fans
around the country. And many great players have worn
Cardinal and White. The list includes Hank Luisetti, the
College Player of the Year in 1937, Howie Dallmar, the
NCAA Tournament Player of the Year in leading
Stanford to the national championship in 1942, James
Pollard, a member of the Basketball Hall of Fame, and
many other All-Americans including Harlow Rothert,
and Don Burness. You can also add Todd Lichti to that
illustrious list of Cardinal greats. Lichti finished his
Cardinal career (1985-89) with 22 school and Pac-10
records, and is Stanford’s all-time leading scorer. Lichti,
like many other Cardinal basketball players, was also an
outstanding student. He graduated in four years with a
degree in Quantitative Economics.

“The academics and the athletics are outstanding,”
said Lichti, who was a first round draft pick of the NBA’s
Denver Nuggets in 1989. “It’s a great place to be. You
learn from everyone around you.”

Another Stanford basketball standout was Howard
Wright, who ended his Cardinal career as the school’s #7
all-time scorer and #5 all-time rebounder. Wright

remembers the support the student body and the com-
munity gave to the basketball program.

“Four of the best years of my life were spent at
Stanford,” said Wright. “I met a lot of great people,
including the students, the coaches and faculty. I couldn’t
have made a better choice.”

Another in a long list of Stanford greats is Adam
Keefe, a member of five All-America teams during his
senior season. Keefe was a first round pick of the Atlanta
Hawks during the 1992 NBA draft. Keefe holds or shares
17 school records and one Pac-10 record. He is the Pac-
10’s fifth all-time scorer (2,319 points) and #4 all-time
leading rebounder (1,119). Keefe played ten years in the
NBA.

“The future of Stanford basketball is strong,” said
Keefe, a three-time All Pac-10 selection. “Since coach
Montgomery arrived at Stanford, the program has con-
tinued to improve.”

Brevin Knight certainly ranks as one of the great play-
ers in Stanford history. Knight ended his career as the
team’s third all-time leading scorer, and the all-time
leader in assists and steals. Knight finished his career in
1996-97 as a first team All-America and was a first round
draft choice of the Cleveland Cavaliers.

Important Dates in Stanford
Basketball History

February 14, 1918
Stanford scored its first victory over
California in basketball, 22-18.

January 24, 1922
The Old Pavilion, predecessor of
Maples Pavilion, was dedicated
for basketball with a game against
College of Pacific. Stanford won
30-21. At the time, it was the
largest facility exclusively for bas-
ketball in the United States.

December 30, 1936
Hank Luisetti introduced the one-
hand shot to the East Coast as
Stanford defeated Long Island
University, 45-31, before a crowd of
17,263 in New York’s Madison
Square Garden.

January 1, 1938
Hank Luisetti scored a school
record 50 points against Duquesne
University in Cleveland, Ohio.
Luisetti chalked up 23 field goals in
the game, a school record. Both
records remain the oldest in
Stanford basketball history.

March 28, 1942
Stanford defeats Dartmouth, 53-38,
to win the NCAA championship.
Howie Dallmar scored 15 points to
win Most Valuable Player honors,
while Jack Dana scored 14 points.

December 25, 1962
Stanford is ranked fourth in the
nation, the school’s highest rank-
ing at the time.

March 2, 1964
Tom Dose sets a Stanford Pavilion
(now Burnham Pavilion) record
with 42 points against Washington
State.

January 3, 1969
Brigham Young defeats Stanford,
95-89, in the first game ever played
at Maples Pavilion.

Adam Keefe, who was named to five All-America teams during his
senior session, is one of only four players in NCAA history to have a
combination of 60 percent field goal accuracy, 2,000 points and 1,000
rebounds. He is the only non seven-footer to accomplish that feat. The
other three are Lew Alcindor, David Robinson and Patrick Ewing.

“At Stanford, it’s still done the right
way. Talented student-athletes who
are well-spoken, polite, respectful 
of opponents, and who manage to
graduate on time. And - oh yes, 
athletes who win.”

Dave Newhouse, Alameda News Group
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Brevin Knight, one of the all-time great players in Stanford history,
helped lead the Cardinal to three NCAA appearances and an NIT
appearance. Knight ended his career as the school’s career leader in
assists and steals, and #3 in scoring.
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“The education at Stanford played a major role in my
life,” said Knight, who graduated in four years with a
degree in Sociology. “The professors are great, and there
is a lot of information that is presented. Stanford allows
you to absorb as much information as you want.”

Ryan Mendez ranks as one of Stanford’s all-time great
shooters. The memories of four years in a Cardinal uni-
form will last a long time.

“The expectations have gone up exponentially. We
used to get recruits that were not that highly thought of,
and now we get the best All-Americans in the country.
The sky is the limit for this program.”

Montgomery has been Stanford’s head coach the past
16 years, and during that time, has compiled a 338-155
record against some of the strongest competition in the
nation. While at Stanford, he has led the Cardinal to NIT
(1987-88, 1989-90, 1990-91, 1993-94) and NCAA
appearances (1988-89, 1991-92, 1994-95, 1995-96, 1996-
97, 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-00, 00-01, 2001-02). The
opponents have included Duke, Connecticut, North
Carolina, Kentucky, Indiana, Kansas, Purdue, Maryland,
Temple, Seton Hall, Iowa, Oklahoma, Vanderbilt, Florida,
Houston, Virginia, Michigan State, Alabama, LSU,
DePaul, Massachusetts, Wake Forest, Utah, Cincinnati
and Notre Dame, in addition to the likes of Arizona and
UCLA in the Pacific-10 Conference.

Stanford has the distinction of offering a student-ath-
lete the best in academics and athletics. Nearly 85 per-
cent of the Stanford student-athletes go on to graduate
school, 19 percent go on to law school, 14 percent enter
medical school, 16 percent major in engineering as
undergraduates, and 18 percent major in economics.

Stanford is located in Stanford, Calif., approximately
40 miles south of San Francisco. Being so close to San
Francisco allows for a very broad cultural and urban
exposure for those who desire it, while at the same time
the 8,800 acre campus has a quiet and reflective atmos-
phere with plenty of space for privacy. Yet, because the
university is relatively small (only 6,500 undergraduates),
there is plenty of human warmth and sharing that seems
to characterize small universities.

Stanford University has established itself as one of the
nation’s top overall athletic programs. Since 1980,
Stanford teams have won 63 NCAA titles, most in the
nation In the past ten years, the Cardinal athletic pro-
gram has won 37 NCAA titles. During the last seven
years, Stanford has won the prestigious Sears Cup, sym-
bolic of the nation’s best athletic program.

“Stanford is unique in what it offers the student-ath-
lete,” according to Montgomery. “It is one of the very few
universities in the nation that offers an outstanding aca-
demic environment, an excellent athletic program, a
healthy social environment, and the climate is fabulous.”

Important Dates in Stanford
Basketball History

January 4, 1969
Stanford defeats BYU, 94-78, the
team’s first win at Maples Pavilion.

March 1, 1969
USC defeats Stanford, 75-66, in the
dedication game of Maples Pavilion.

December 22, 1973
Rich Kelley grabs a school record
27 rebounds at Kentucky.

March 27, 1991
Stanford defeats Oklahoma, 78-72, to
win the NIT title.

February 4, 1988
Stanford defeats #1 ranked
Arizona, 82-74, the first time in
school history that the Cardinal
had beaten a #1 ranked squad.

February 18, 1990
Stanford defeats UCLA, 70-69, the
first victory ever for the Cardinal at
Pauley Pavilion.

March 20, 1997
Stanford appears in the NCAA
Sweet Sixteen for the first time.
However, the Cardinal lost a 82-77
overtime decision to #2 ranked Utah
at the NCAA West Regional at San
Jose.

March 28, 1998
Stanford appears in the NCAA
Final Four for the first time since
1942. However, the Cardinal lose a
dramatic 86-85 overtime decision
to eventual national champion
Kentucky.

December 20, 1999
Stanford is ranked #1 in the 
country by Associated Press, the
first time in school history.

Arthur Lee was named to the NCAA Final Four All-Tournament
Team in 1998.

Stanford appeared in the 1998 NCAA Final Four.

“Stanford proves that smart guys can
play ball, and they may even throw
the occasional elbow.”

Bill Coats, St. Louis Post-Dispatch


