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On October 1, 1891, the 465 new students who were on

hand for opening day ceremonies at Leland Stanford

Junior University greeted Leland and Jane Stanford enthusias-

tically, with a chant they had made up and rehearsed only that

morning. Wah-hoo! Wah-hoo! L-S-J-U! Stanford! Its wild and

spirited tone symbolized the excitement of this bold adven-

ture. As a pioneer faculty member recalled, “Hope was in

every heart, and the presiding spirit of freedom prompted us

to dare greatly.”

For the Stanford’s on that day, the university was the real-

ization of a dream and a fitting tribute to the memory of their

only son, who had died of typhoid fever weeks before his six-

teenth birthday. Far from the nation’s center of culture and

unencumbered by tradition or ivy, the new university drew

students from all over the country: many from California;

some who followed professors hired from other colleges and

universities; and some simply seeking adventure in the West.

Though there were many difficulties during the first months –

housing was inadequate, microscopes and books were late in

arriving from the East – the first year foretold greatness. As

Jane Stanford wrote in the summer of 1892, “Even our fond-

est hopes have been realized.” The University 
at a Glance

Stanford University

Millions of volumes are housed in many libraries throughout the campus.
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Ideas of “Practical Education”
Governor and Mrs. Stanford had come from families of

modest means and had built their way up through a life of
hard work. So it was natural that their first thoughts were to
establish an institution where young men and women could
“grapple successfully with the practicalities of life.” As their
thoughts matured, these ideas of “practical education”
enlarged to the concept of producing cultured and useful cit-
izens who were well-prepared for professional success.

More than one hundred years later, the university still enjoys
the original 8,180 acres (almost 13 square miles) of grassy fields,
eucalyptus groves, and rolling hills that were the Stanfords’ gen-
erous legacy, as well as the Quadrangle of “long corridors with
their stately pillars” at the center of campus. It is still true, as the
philosopher William James said, during his stint as a visiting
professor, that the climate is “so friendly ... that every morning
wakes one fresh for new amounts of work.”

Current Perspectives
In other ways, the university has changed tremendously on

its way to recognition as one of the world’s great universities.
At the hub of a vital and diverse Bay Area, Stanford is an
hour’s drive south of San Francisco and just a few miles north
of the Silicon Valley, an area dotted with computer and high
technology firms largely spawned by the university’s faculty
and graduates. On campus, students and faculty enjoy new
libraries, modern laboratories, sports facilities, and comfort-
able residences. Contemporary sculpture, as well as pieces
from the Stanford Museum’s extensive collection of sculpture
by Auguste Rodin, is placed throughout the campus, provid-
ing unexpected pleasures at many turns. At the Stanford
Medical Center, world-renowned for its research, teaching,
and patient care, scientists and physicians are searching for
answers to fundamental questions about health and disease.
Ninety miles down the coast, at Stanford’s Hopkins Marine
Station on the Monterey Bay, scientists are working to better
understand the mechanisms of evolution, human develop-
ment, and ecological systems.

The university is organized into seven schools: Earth
Sciences, Education, Engineering, the Graduate School of
Business, Humanities and Sciences, Law and Medicine. In addi-
tion, there are more than 30 interdisciplinary centers, pro-
grams, and research laboratories – including the Hoover
Institution on War, Revolution and Peace; the Institute for
International Studies; the Stanford Linear Accelerator Center;
and the Stanford Center for the Study of Families, Children and
Youth – where faculty from a wide range of fields bring differ-
ent perspectives to bear on issues and problems. Stanford’s
Overseas Studies Program offers students in all fields remark-
able opportunities for study abroad, with campuses in Paris,
Kyoto, Santiago, Berlin, Oxford, Florence, and Moscow.

Stanford People
By any measure, Stanford’s faculty – which numbers

approximately 1,700 – is one of the most distinguished in the
nation. It includes 17 Nobel laureates, 4 Pulitzer Prize win-
ners, 21 National Medal of Science winners, 124 members of
the National Academy of Sciences, 219 members of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 83 members of the
National Academy of Engineering, and 24 members of the
National Academy of Education. Yet beyond their array of
honors, what truly distinguishes Stanford faculty is their com-
mitment to sharing knowledge with their students. The great
majority of professors teach undergraduates both in intro-
ductory lecture classes and in small advanced seminars.

Currently 13,900 students, of which 6,500 are undergradu-
ates, live and study on campus. About 40 percent come from
California, but all 50 states and approximately 100 countries
are represented as well. Among undergraduates, 44 percent
are African American, Asian American, Hispanic or Native
American. Like the faculty, the Stanford student body is dis-
tinguished. Approximately 10 students apply to Stanford for
every place in the freshman class. Seventy-six Stanford stu-
dents have been named Rhodes Scholars and 52 have been
named Marshall Scholars. Nearly 90 percent of graduating
seniors plan to attend graduate or professional schools.
Stanford students also shine in a tremendous array of activi-
ties outside the classroom – from student government to
music, theater, and journalism. Through the Haas Center for
Public Service, students participate in dozens of community
service activities, such as tutoring programs for children in
nearby East Palo Alto, the Hunger Project, and the Arbor Free
Clinic.

In the athletic arena, Stanford students have enjoyed
tremendous success as well. Stanford fields teams in 34
Division I varsity sports – equally divided between men’s and
women’s teams. Of Stanford’s 95 national team titles, 43 have
been captured since 1990, by far the most in the nation.
Thirty-eight of Stanford’s athletes and coaches participated in
the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona, 49 competed in Atlanta at
the 1996 Games and 34 represented Stanford at the 2000
Games in Sydney – by far the most of any university in the
nation. Intramural and club sports are also popular; over
1,000 students take part in the club sports program, while par-
ticipation in the intramural program has reached 9,000, with
many students active in more than one sport.

Looking Ahead
In her address to the Board of Trustees, in 1904, Jane

Stanford said,“. . . Let us not be afraid to outgrow old thoughts
and ways, and dare to think on new lines as to the future of the
work under our care.” Her thoughts echo in the words of for-
mer Stanford President Gerhard Casper, who has said, “The
true university must reinvent itself every day . . . At Stanford,
these are days of such reconsideration and fresh support for
our fundamental tasks – teaching, learning, and research.”

Stanford Universitystill enjoys the original 8,100 acresof grassy fields, eucalyptus groves,and rolling hills thatwere the Stanfords‘generous legacy.
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Home of Champions.” Those are the bywords for the Stanford
University Athletic Department.

And for good reason. No athletic department in the country
can boast of the kind of success that Stanford has accomplished
since the 1980s. NCAA team champions. NCAA individual
champions. Olympic medalists. Stanford University athletes have
been all over the world capturing championships.

The statistics speak for themselves: Stanford University has
won 68 NCAA team championships since 1980, the most in the
nation; Cardinal athletes have won 45 NCAA championships
since 1990 – again the most in the nation. Stanford has brought
home 23 NCAA championship trophies the past six years, includ-
ing an unprecedented six NCAA team titles in 1996-97. In 1991-
92, Stanford athletes took home 29 individual NCAA titles – an
NCAA record. Cardinal athletes won 21 individual champi-
onships during the 1992-93 season, the second most in history.

Even more impressive is Stanford’s string of nine consecutive
Directors’ Cup titles (1995-03). The award honors the nation’s
top overall athletic program and with nine straight #1 finishes, it’s
no wonder Stanford is considered the dominant athletic program
in the nation.

Stanford captured its ninth straight Directors’ Cup in
2002-03 with 1420.5 points, winning the honor by

326.5 points over second place Texas. The
Cardinal won a total of two NCAA team crowns
with championships in men’s water polo and

cross country. The Cardinal added second place
national finishes in baseball, women’s volleyball,

men’s soccer, women’s cross country, women’s tennis,
women’s water polo and synchronized swimming. A total of
13 Stanford teams finished among the nation’s Top Five and
24 among the Top 10, and 28 among the Top 25. The Cardinal
also picked up nine individual NCAA titles and 12 team con-

ference championships.

Stanford has now won at least one NCAA team championship
for 26 straight years. Cardinal teams have also won four or more
NCAA team titles in a single year nine times, an NCAA best.

All totaled, Stanford has won 95 collegiate team titles (85
NCAA championships) and 376 NCAA individual titles. Cardinal
women have won an NCAA-best 29 team championships while
men’s teams have captured 56 NCAA team titles, third best in the
nation. Overall, Stanford’s 85 NCAA team championships rank
second in the nation.

In the last 10 years (since 1993-94), Stanford has claimed 35
national team championships and 32 NCAA team titles – the best
in the country.

In 2000-01, Stanford won an NCAA Team Championship in
women’s tennis and had 15 teams finish in the top five national-
ly. The Cardinal also had 20 teams place among the top 10 and 26
among the top 25, to go along with 14 individual national cham-
pions and 12 conference titles. Stanford finished with 1,359
points in the Sears Directors’ Cup standings to easily outdistance
runner-up UCLA’s 1,138.

In 1999-2000, Stanford won the Sears Director’s Cup by a wide
margin for the sixth consecutive year. Stanford won team cham-
pionships in men’s tennis – its 18th overall in that sport – and
men’s track and field while placing second nationally in six other
sports (baseball, women’s volleyball, men’s water polo, synchro-
nized swimming, women’s tennis and women’s golf).

In 1999-2000, Stanford’s football team won the Pacific-10
Conference championship and played in the Rose Bowl for the
first time in 28 years while the men’s basketball team earned a No.

1 seed in the NCAA Tournament, tied for the conference title, fin-
ished 27-4 overall and held the nation’s No. 1 ranking during the
season. The Cardinal baseball team followed by sharing the Pac-
10 crown and advancing to the College World Series, marking the
first time in history that a school won Pac-10 championships in
football, men’s basketball and baseball in the same year.

Stanford has also enjoyed unequaled success in Olympic com-
petition.

At the 2000 Summer Games in Sydney, Australia, Stanford
University was represented by a total of 34 athletes and coaches.
The Cardinal contingent won a total of 10 medals – four gold,
three silver and three bronze.

At the 1996 Games in Atlanta, Stanford again placed 49 coach-
es and athletes on Olympic Teams, including three head United
States Olympic coaches (Tara VanDerveer, women’s basketball;
Richard Quick, women’s swimming; Skip Kenney, men’s swim-
ming). Stanford athletes accounted for 16 gold medals, one silver
and one bronze in Atlanta.

At the 1992 Games in Barcelona, Cardinal athletes earned 19
medals – 10 gold, four silver and five bronze. If Stanford were a
country, it would’ve placed 13th in the world with its 19 medals

Home of 
Champions

Stanford 
Athletics

No other athleticdepartment in thecountry can boast ofthe level of successthat Stanford hasaccomplished.

“

Catcher Ryan Garko hit over
.400 to lead Stanford to its third
College World Series title game
in four years.

Tiger Woods is one of the PGA’s most successful golfers with 
victories in all four Major events.

Stanford runner Lauren Fleshman captured her third straight 5,000
meter title at the NCAA championships.
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and ninth with 10 golds. Thirty-eight Stanford-affiliated athletes
and coaches participated in Barcelona while 41 members of the
Cardinal family took part in the 1988 Olympic Games in Seoul,
Korea.

National titles have become quite commonplace in the Stanford
Athletic Department. In 1996-97, Cardinal teams set an NCAA
record by winning six NCAA team championships in a single aca-
demic year: men’s and women’s cross country, men’s and women’s
volleyball and men’s and women’s tennis. Nine other teams fin-
ished in the Top Four nationally, including second place finishes in
women’s swimming, men’s swimming, men’s water polo and
women’s synchronized swimming. Stanford also posted third place
finishes in women’s basketball, baseball and fencing, as well as
fourth place finishes in women’s golf and women’s water polo.

The 1996-97 school year also saw the Cardinal football team
advance to the Sun Bowl, the 18th bowl game in school history,
the women’s basketball team return to the Final Four, the base-
ball team qualify for the College World Series and the men’s bas-
ketball team advance to the Sweet Sixteen of the NCAA
Tournament for the first time since it won the 1942 NCAA title.

The following year (1997-98) Stanford won NCAA team titles
in men’s cross country, women’s volleyball, men’s swimming,
women’s swimming and men’s tennis along with a U.S. Collegiate
title in synchronized swimming.Also, 14 teams finished among the
nation’s Top Five, 19 in the Top 10 and 22 in the Top 20. Other
teams finishing among the Top Five nationally included men’s bas-
ketball, which made its first Final Four appearance in 56 years,
women’s tennis, men’s water polo, women’s water polo and fencing.

During the 1998-99 campaign, Stanford won one NCAA team
title in women’s tennis and one U.S. Collegiate Championship in
synchronized swimming. Seven teams placed second in the
nation, including men’s cross country, men’s soccer, men’s swim-
ming, women’s swimming, men’s track and field, men’s water
polo and women’s water polo. Third place finishers included
baseball, women’s cross country and men’s and women’s fencing.

Cardinal teams also won 18 conference or regional champi-
onships in ’98-99 – by far the best performance of any school in
the nation. Stanford has now won 149 conference or regional
titles since 1991, again the best in the country.

Not only has the Cardinal won an NCAA record six NCAA
team championships in a single season (1996-97), but it has also
won five NCAA titles in a single year on three occasions: 1991-92,
’94-95 and ’97-98. Cardinal teams have won four championships
in a single academic year on five occasions: 1985-86, ’86-87, ’92-
93, ’93-94 and 2001-02.

Stanford has simply dominated in several sports. Under head
coach Dick Gould, the Cardinal men’s tennis team has won 17
NCAA titles while the women’s team has hauled in 13 national
titles. The men’s swimming program has won eight NCAA team
championships, seven under current head coach Skip Kenney
while the men’s water polo team has captured 11 national titles.

The Cardinal women’s swimming team has won nine national
titles, seven under current head coach Richard Quick. Quick has
been the head coach for the United States Olympic Swimming
teams in 1988 (Soul), 1996 (Atlanta) and 2000 (Sydney.) Tara
VanDerveer, the 1996 United States Olympic Head Women’s
Basketball Coach, has led the Cardinal to two NCAA champi-
onships and five appearances in the Final Four.

Baseball coach Mark Marquess, who was the head coach of the
gold medal winning 1988 United States Olympic baseball team,
led the Cardinal to back-to-back College World Series titles in
1987 and ’88. Former men’s gymnastics coach Sadao Hamada led
the Cardinal to three NCAA championships, now men’s volley-
ball coach Don Shaw guided the Stanford women’s volleyball pro-
gram to four NCAA titles in the 1990s and current head women’s
volleyball coach John Dunning guided the Cardinal to an NCAA

title in his first season in 2001. Former men’s golf coach Wally
Goodwin led his team to the NCAA title in 1994, the first men’s
golf title at Stanford since 1953. Vin Lananna joined the champi-
onship parade in 1996 by leading both his men’s and women’s
cross country teams to national titles. He came back in 1997 to
lead his men’s cross country team to another NCAA title and in
2000, his men’s track and field team won the first national cham-
pionship in track at Stanford since 1934. Lananna also led the
men’s cross country program to the 2003 NCAA Championship.

Olympic gold medalists are numerous on The Farm. Former
Cardinal standout Bob Mathias won back-to-back Olympic
decathlon gold medals in 1948 and ’52 while swimmers Pablo
Morales, Jenny Thompson, Summer Sanders, Janet Evans and Misty
Hyman have become household names in the swimming world.

Morales, who helped Stanford win three straight NCAA team
championships (1985-87), won three medals at the ’84 Games in
Los Angeles (one gold, two silver) and two more gold medals at
the ’92 Games in Barcelona. Evans won three golds in the ’88
Games in Seoul and one gold and one silver in Barcelona, while
Sanders won four medals in Barcelona; two gold, one silver and
one bronze. Thompson is the most decorated athlete in Olympic
history with eight gold medals, a silver and a bronze. Hyman
added her name to the list of Stanford swimming greats by win-
ning the 2000 Olympic Gold Medal in the 200 meter butterfly to
pull off one of the biggest upsets of the Sydney Olympiad.

Some of the great student-athletes in Stanford history include
Tiger Woods and Tom Watson (golf), John McEnroe, Roscoe
Tanner and Tim Mayotte (men’s tennis), Kim Oden and Kristin
Klein (women’s volleyball), Kristin Folkl (basketball/volleyball),
Jack McDowell and Mike Mussina (baseball), Julie Foudy
(women’s soccer), Hank Luisetti, Brevin Knight and Mark
Madsen (men’s basketball), Jennifer Azzi and Kate Starbird
(women’s basketball), Jim Plunkett, John Elway and Troy Walters
(football), Debi Thomas (figure skating), Eric Heiden (speed
skating) and the great Ernie Nevers (football), to name a few.

It’s no wonder Stanford University is often referred to as the
“NCAA’s Champion of Champions.”

StanfordChampionship Facts
Total National
Championships: 95

Total NCAA
Championships 
(NCAA rank): 85 (No. 2)

Total Men’s 
NCAA Championships 
(NCAA rank): 56 (No. 3)

Total Women’s 
NCAA Championships 
(NCAA rank): 29 (No. 1)

Total Individual 
NCAA Championships:
376

NCAA Team
Championships 
Since 1990: 45* 

NCAA Team
Championships 
Since 1980: 68*

*most in the nation

All-American Tony Azevedo, under first-year head coach John Vargas,
led Stanford to its 10th NCAA Water Polo Championship.
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Stanford University captured its ninth consecutive NACDA
NCAA Division I Directors’ Cup in 2002-03, which is pre-

sented annually by the National Association of Collegiate
Directors of Athletics (NACDA) to the best overall collegiate
athletic program in the country.

The Cardinal clinched the NACDA Directors’ Cup with a
total of 1420.5 points, surpassing runner-up Texas by 326.5
points. Stanford won its ninth straight Directors’ Cup on the
strength of two national championships (men’s cross country
and men’s water polo), a total of 13 teams finishing among the
top five in national competition, and 24 teams placing in the
top 10.

Stanford teams placing in the Top 10 were men’s cross
country (1st), men’s water polo (1st), baseball (2nd), women’s
volleyball (2nd), men’s soccer (2nd), women’s cross country
(2nd), women’s tennis (2nd), women’s water polo (2nd),
women’s synchronized swimming (2nd), men’s swimming
(3rd), men’s tennis (3rd), women’s soccer (5th), lightweight
crew (5th), women’s swimming (6th), women’s indoor track
(6th), men’s fencing (7th), women’s fencing (7th), men’s out-
door track (7th), women’s gymnastics (8th), co-ed sailing
(8th), men’s gymnastics (9th), men’s indoor track (9th),
women’s crew (9th) and women’s outdoor track (9th). The
Cardinal recorded points in the maximum of 10 women’s and
10 men’s sports.

Developed as a joint effort between USA Today and
NACDA, the Directors’ Cup program is the only all-sports
competition that recognizes the institution in each of the four
categories with the best overall athletics program.

Champion of 
Champions

NACDA Directors’ Cup

2002-03 NACDADirectors’ Cup Final StandingsNCAA Division I
1. Stanford ................... 1420.5
2. Texas ........................ 1096
3. Ohio State ................ 1074.75
4. Michigan ................. 1034.25
5. Penn State .................. 993
6. UCLA ........................ 943.75
7. Florida ....................... 935.75
8. North Carolina .......... 933.5
9. California .................. 884.75

10. Arizona State ............. 860.75

2002-03 Season
Conference Championships: 14

National Finish:
13 teams in the national Top 5
24 teams in the national Top 10
28 teams in the national Top 25

National Rankings:
14 teams in the national Top 5
25 teams in the national Top 10
29 teams in the national Top 25

Men’s Water Polo – NCAA Champions
• Eleventh national championship in 

program history
• First national championship for 

first-year head coach John Vargas
• Tony Azevedo named AWPCA 2002

Player of the Year
• Finished the season with a 24-5 record

Men’s Cross Country – NCAA Champions
• Third national championship in 

program history
• Head coach Vin Lananna named

NCAA Division I Men’s 
Coach of the Year

• Four runners placed in the top 10 
at the NCAA Championships

Stanford’s 2002-03 Varsity National Titles
2 NCAA Team Championships, nine NCAA Individual Champions

Team Champions:
Men’s Water Polo
Men’s Cross Country

Individual Champions:
Men’s Outdoor Track & Field
NCAA 1,500 Meters Grant Robison (junior)

Women’s Outdoor Track & Field
NCAA 5,000 Meters Lauren Fleshman (senior)
NCAA 10,000 Meters Alicia Craig (freshman)

Men’s Swimming
NCAA 100 Yard Backstroke Peter Marshall (junior)
NCAA 200 Yard Freestyle Relay:

Randall Bal (senior), Peter Marshall (junior), Andrew Schnell
(junior), Bobby O’Bryan (junior)

Women’s Swimming
NCAA 100 Yard Breaststroke Tara Kirk (junior)
NCAA 200 Yard Breaststroke Tara Kirk (junior)

Synchronized Swimming
Trio Final

Stephanie Joukoff (senior), Jennifer Kibler (junior) 
and Ashley McHugh (freshman)

Women’s Tennis
NCAA Singles Amber Liu (freshman)

Grant Robison won the 1500 meters at the 2003 NCAA Track & Field
Championships – the third time in four years a Stanford athlete has cap-
tured the title.
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Fall Sports
Overall Conference Conf. Finish Nat’l Finish Final Rank

Football 2-9 1-7 T-9th, Pac-10 — —
W Volleyball 32-5 15-3 2nd, Pac-10 2nd 2nd
M Soccer 18-5-2 5-3-2 3rd, Pac-10 2nd 2nd
W Soccer 21-2 9-0 1st, Pac-10 T-5th 5th
M Cross Country — — 1st, Pac-10 1st 1st
W Cross Country — — 1st, Pac-10 2nd 2nd
Field Hockey 10-11 4-2 2nd, NorPac West — —
M Water Polo 24-5 6-2 1st, MPSF 1st 1st 

Winter Sports
Overall Conference Conf. Finish Nat’l Finish Final Rank

M Basketball 24-9 14-4 2nd, Pac-10 T-17th 16th
W Basketball 27-5 15-3 1st, Pac-10 T-17th 9th
M Fencing — — — 7th 7th
W Fencing — — — 7th 7th
M Swimming 8-0 4-0 1st, Pac-10 3rd 3rd
W Swimming 8-2 4-1 2nd, Pac-10 6th 6th
M Gymnastics 5-4 — 3rd, MPSF 9th 9th 
W Gymnastics 11-2-1 4-1-1 2nd, Pac-10 8th 6th
Synchronized Swim. — — — 2nd 2nd 
M Indoor Track — — 2nd, MPSF 9th (tie) 9th (tie)
W Indoor Track — — 1st, MPSF 6th 6th
Wrestling 3-12 1-6 9th, Pac-10 — —

The men’s basketball team made a return trip to NCAAs after finishing second in the Pac-10.

Lauren Fleshman won her third-straight
NCAA track & field 5000 meters title to
dominate the event during her collegiate
career.

Alicia Craig was cross country Pac-10 
athlete of the year and champion in 10,000
meters at the NCAA Track & Field 
championships.

Tara Kirk continued her amazing run at
NCAAs with titles in the 100 and 200
breaststroke to give her 9 career NCAA titles.

Freshman Amber Liu won the 2003 NCAA
Women’s Tennis Singles Championship.

2002-03 Stanford Athletics Sport-by-Sport Results

Spring Sports
Overall Conference Conf. Finish Nat’l Finish Final Rank

Baseball 51-18 18-6 1st, Pac-10 2nd 2nd
M Crew — — 4th, Pac-10 14th 14th
W Crew — — 1st, Pac-10 9th 3rd
Lightweight Crew — — 1st, PCRC 5th 5th
M Golf — — 4th, Pac-10 — — 
W Golf — — 6th, Pac-10 16th 26th
W Lacrosse 14-4 4-0 1st, MPLL — 14th
Co-ed Sailing — — 2nd (tie), PCC 8th
W Sailing — — 5th, PCC — —
Softball 41-26 7-14 6th (tie), Pac-10 — 23rd
M Tennis 25-4 7-0 1st, Pac-10 3rd (tie) 3rd
W Tennis 25-2 8-0 1st, Pac-10 2nd 2nd
M Outdoor Track — — 2nd, Pac-10 7th 7th
W Outdoor Track — — 2nd, Pac-10 9th 9th
M Volleyball 17-11 14-8 4th, MPSF — 6th
W Water Polo 21-3 9-1 1st, MPSF 2nd 2nd

The baseball team made its fifth-straight trip to the College World Series and its third 
championship game in four seasons.

              


