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Afamiliar name to the Cardinal Cross Country/Track & Field team
is returning to Stanford University. Andrew Gerard, who helped

mold the Cardinal into a national power during his first tenure on The
Farm from 1993-96, is returning to Stanford to serve as Head Men’s
Cross Country Coach and Assistant Track & Field Coach.

Gerard was an assistant cross country and track and field coach for
four years during which time he coached such standouts as Brad and
Brent Hauser, Greg Jimmerson, Nathan Nutter, Monal Chokshi, Mary
Cobb, Kortney Dunscombe and Sarna Renfro. In the fall of 1996, both
the men’s and women’s cross country teams won NCAA titles, earning
Gerard a share of National Coach of the Year honors with former
Cardinal coach Vin Lananna. Prior to his first stint at Stanford, Gerard
was an assistant coach at Dartmouth College where he began his
coaching career.

“We are very excited about Andrew returning to Stanford,” said
Cardinal athletic director Ted Leland. “He did an outstanding job dur-
ing his time here, and will do great things with our cross country and
track & field programs.”

During his seven years (1997-03) at William & Mary, Gerard turned
the Tribe cross country and track and field teams into one of the
school’s most successful athletic programs. In recognition of those suc-
cesses, Gerard was named Colonial Athletic Association Cross Country
Coach of the Year five times and was the 2000 Southeast Region Coach
of the Year. In 2003, William & Mary captured the Colonial Athletic
track and field team title, earning Gerard his first selection as confer-
ence Coach of the Year. In cross country, William & Mary finished in
the Top-16 at the NCAA Championships every year, including top ten
finishes in 1997 and 2000. The 2000 squad also won the Southeast
Regional Cross Country title. Along the way, William & Mary won
four league titles, including a 2001 title which saw the Tribe score a
conference-record low 17 points.

Individually, more than 20 athletes gained All-America honors in
cross country and track and field during Gerard’s tenure. Gerard has
produced several of the nation’s finest distance runners, including

Matt Lane who finished his William & Mary career with eleven All-
America honors, seven school records, and the fourth fastest American
collegiate 5000 meter time in history (13:25.38). Lane was the top
American finisher (fourth) in the 5000 meters at the 2001 World
University Games and was fourth at the 2000 U.S. Olympic Trials in
the 5000 meters. Lane was named the 2001 USTCA Athlete of the Year.
Anders Christiansen placed second at the 1997 NCAA Championships
in the 800 meters, running a 1:46.66. Lane and Christiansen were
members of the United States National teams while undergraduates,
with Christiansen traveling twice to Europe with the U.S. Middle
Distance Development squad. At the 2003 NCAA Track and Field
Championships, Ed Moran and Sean Graham finished fifth and sixth
in the 5000 meters. In all, Gerard coached almost 50 All-CAA, 25 All-
Region and 20 All-America selections in cross country and track at
William & Mary, including a dozen school records.

Along with the numerous athletic successes on the track and cross
country course, Gerard’s teams have also excelled in the classroom.
William & Mary cross country and track and field athletes have been
named to numerous Academic All-America teams including two selec-
tions to the most recent Verizon University Division team. In addition,
during his seven-year tenure, almost twenty athletes have received
Academic All-America distinction from the two sports governing bod-
ies, the USTCA and USCCCA. The Tribe cross country squad earned
Academic All-America team recognition in 1997 and from 1999-2003.
The 2003 William & Mary track and field team was recognized as one
of the top-five NCAA Division I academic teams. Capping the success
in the classroom have been numerous CAA Conference Scholar-
Athlete selections and a handful of Phi Beta Kappa honorees.

A 1990 Cum Laude graduate of Colgate University with a degree in
Biology and an emphasis on human physiology, Gerard was a four-
year lettermen with the Red Raider cross country and track and field
squads. In 1992, Gerard was ranked in the top-50 in the United States
in the steeplechase. Gerard and his wife, the former Ashley Elder, were
recently married in July and reside in Mountain View.

Entering her fifth season as a member of the Cardinal coaching staff
is Dena Evans, who has helped guide the Stanford women’s distance

running program into one of the best in the nation. Evans was pro-
moted to Head Women’s Cross Country Coach in July of 2003.

During Evans’ four previous years as an assistant coach, Stanford
won four consecutive Pac-10 and NCAA West Regional
Championships and finished in the top five at the NCAA
Championships every year. Evans has helped lead the Cardinal middle
distance and distance runners to ten All-America honors in cross coun-
try and 31 in track and field. Among the athletes she helped coach are
five-time NCAA champion Lauren Fleshman, 2003 NCAA 10,000
meter champion Alicia Craig, 1500 meter school record holder Malindi
Elmore, and 11-time All-American Sally Glynn. Since 1999, three
Stanford athletes have won the individual title at the Pac-10 Cross
Country Championships, and two Cardinal runners have captured the
NCAA West Region crown. During that same period, Cardinal women
have won six individual titles in the middle distance and distance events
at the Pac-10 Track &Field Championships. Evans was named NCAA
Western Region Co-Coach of the Year in 1999, 2001 and 2002. Evans
serves as the Western Region representative of the Women’s
Intercollegiate Cross Country Coaches Association.

Evans is a 1996 graduate of Stanford, where she earned three All-
America honors as a middle distance runner. In addition to her three
All-America awards, Evans and her teammates broke school records in
the 4 x 1500 meter relay, and indoor and outdoor distance medley
relays. Also, she was an All Pac-10 selection in track and field from
1992-96 and a 1996 Olympic Trials qualifier in the 1500 meters. Evans
was elected team captain of the Cardinal in her final two seasons and
was the team’s MVP her junior and senior years. Evans was also a stand-
out player on Stanford’s nationally-ranked soccer team where she still
ranks among the top-10 in career points, goals, assists and single season
assists. She won the Stanford Block “S” Award for Best Female

Sophomore Athlete and the Pam Strathairn Award for competitive atti-
tude as a senior.

As a student-athlete for the Cardinal, the former Dena Dey enjoyed
tremendous success both in and out of the classroom. An honor stu-
dent each of her four years on The Farm, Evans received a prestigious
NCAA Post-Graduate Scholarship in 1996. The following year, Evans
received her Masters degree in secondary education and a teaching cre-
dential through the Stanford Teacher Education Program (STEP).

Evans made the transition to the track & field staff after serving as
the administrative associate for student-athlete services at Stanford. She
also taught at Kennedy Middle School in Redwood City and worked
with USA Track & Field since her graduation from Stanford.

Evans is married to former Cardinal football standout Marlon Evans
and gave birth to the couple’s first child, Adrienne Catherine Evans, in
June of 2002.
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Edrick Floreal begins his sixth season with the Cardinal, and his first year
as Head Women’s Track and Field Coach.
Since his arrival at Stanford, his athletes have enjoyed tremendous suc-

cess filled with championships and new school records. Floreal has devel-
oped Stanford’s sprinters, hurdlers and jumpers into Pac-10 and NCAA
Championship title contenders.

The 2003 track and field season was filled with much success for
Stanford sprinters. The women’s 4 x 400 meter relay won the Pac-10
Championships, set a school record, and qualified for the NCAA
Championships. Nashonme Johnson broke the freshman school record in
the 100 and 400 meters, and became the first Stanford sprinter since 1992
to compete at the NCAA Championships. In indoor competition, Jakki
Bailey set the school record in the 60 meters while Ashley Purnell set the
school record in the 200 meters. The women’s indoor 4 x 400 meter relay
team won the 2003 crown at the MPSF Championships. The men’s 4 x 400
meter relay team captured top honors at the 2003 NCAA West Regional
Championships. In hurdles competition, Lindsey Johnson set a school
record in the 100 meter hurdles and the indoor 60 meter hurdles. Milton

Little set the indoor school record in the 60 meters, while Justin Williams
established a new record in the 60 meter hurdles.

In the jumps, Solomon Welch captured the triple jump title at the 2003
U.S. Junior National Championships. Milton Little, the 2002 Pac-10 long
jump champion, competed at the NCAA’s and at the U.S. Outdoor Track
and Field Championships. Undine Becker competed in the long jump and
Kim Stone was a competitor in the high jump at the NCAA Championships.

Floreal’s technical knowledge of track and field and experience as a
world-class athlete serve the Cardinal athletes in a way few coaches can.

In Floreal’s inaugural season with Stanford, the Cardinal women fin-
ished second at the Pac-10 Championships. Tracye Lawyer won her third
consecutive Pac-10 title in the heptathlon and her first NCAA title in that
event, and Michael Ponikvar captured the conference crown in the high
jump. Ponikvar captured the Pac-10 title again in 2001 and 2002, also earn-
ing All-America honors at the NCAA Championships.

The Stanford women have finished third or better at the Pac-10
Championships in five of the six years Floreal has been with the team. In
2003 Floreal coached Grace Upshaw to the U.S. National Title in the
women’s long jump.

Floreal served as an assistant coach for Team USA at the 2002 IAAF
World Junior Track and Field Championships in Kingston, Jamaica.

Prior to his arrival at Stanford, Floreal produced 13 All-Americans in
three seasons at Kentucky. He also
enjoyed successful coaching stints
at Georgia Tech and Nebraska.

Floreal graduated with honors
from Arkansas in 1990. While a
student-athlete for the
Razborbacks, he captured five
NCAA triple jump titles and four
NCAA team championships. He
also competed for Canada at the
1988 and 1992 Summer Olympic
Games.

Floreal is married to LaVonna
Martin-Floreal, the 1992 Olympic
silver medalist in the 100 meter
hurdles. The couple has two chil-
dren, Edrick Jr. and Mikallie. The
Floreals reside in Palo Alto.
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The Stanford throwing corps has achieved unparalleled success under
the guidance of Robert Weir. His athletes have achieved remarkable

success at the national and international level, and now Weir enters a new
phase at Stanford with his recent appointment as the Head Men’s Track
and Field Coach.

Weir is entering his eleventh season on the Cardinal staff. His experi-
ence as an international competitor and NCAA All-American, coupled
with superior technical knowledge, has made him one of the premier
coaches in the United States.

With Weir’s assistance, the Stanford men and women have produced
numerous All-Americans in each of the four throwing events (shot put, dis-

cus, hammer, javelin). Jillian Camarena has gained All-America honors five
times. In 2003, Camarena finished second in the shot put at the NCAA
Indoor Championships and third in the shot put at the NCAA Outdoor
Championships. Camarena broke Carol Cady’s longtime school shot put
record with a toss of 57-4 3/4 in 2003 while also gaining All-America honors
in the discus.

In 2001, Maureen Onyeagbako broke the school record in the hammer
and Camarena broke the freshman school record in the shot put. A year
later, Jessica Pluth broke the hammer school record. In 2000, Summer
Pierson gained All-America honors in the discus. In 1999, Allison Beatty
broke the javelin school record and later that year gained All-America hon-
ors at the NCAA Championships.

Omer Inan was named an All-American in the men’s discus from 2001-
03. Under Weir’s guidance, Inan broke the school record in the discus in
2002, and Chad Wassink broke the javelin school record in 2001. Nick
Welihozkiy captured the 2003 NCAA West Regional title enroute to All-
America honors at the NCAA Championships.

In 1998 Adam Connolly finished as an All-American in both the 35-
pound weight throw and the hammer. In 2000, Weir coached Adam Nelson
to a U.S. National Title and Olympic Silver Medal in the shot put. Weir was
named the NCAA West Regional Track and Field Coach of the Year in
2001. Additionally, the men’s track and field team won Pac-10 crowns in
2001 and 2002, the school’s first titles since 1927.

Weir was the 1999 Great Britain national champion in the discus and a
member of that country’s World Championship Team. He also competed in
the 1984, 1996 and 2000 Summer Olympics.At the Sydney Games,Weir was
named captain of the Great Britain track and field team.

Weir received his undergraduate degree from Southern Methodist in
1983. While with the Mustangs, he won three NCAA individual titles and
set the collegiate record in the hammer throw.

Weir, who also played professional football in Canada, is married to
Kim Armstrong, and they have two children, Robert and Jillian.
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