
QUICK FACTS

2008-09 Stanford Sailing Quick Facts

Location: Stanford, CA 94305-6150
Sailing Location: Dean Morrison Boathouse, Stanford University Rowing and Sailing Center, 

300 Cardinal Way, Redwood City, CA 94063
Enrollment: 13,198 (6,584 undergraduates)
Founded: 1891
Nickname: Cardinal
Colors: Cardinal and White
Conference: Pacifi c Coast Collegiate Sailing Conference (PCCSC)
Athletic Director: Bob Bowlsby
President: John Hennessy
Sport Administrator: Ray Purpur

Coaches/Support Staff

Head Coach: John Vandemoer (Hobart College, 2000)
Career Record: 1st year at Stanford
Assistant Coach: Erik Storck (Dartmouth, 2007)
Athletic Trainer: Marcella Shorty
Strength and Conditioning Coach: Preston Green
Sailing Offi ce Phone: (650) 723-2811

Media Relations

Sailing Contact: Ricky Brackett
Email: brackett@stanford.edu
Offi ce Phone: (650) 726-7635
Media Relations Offi ce: (650) 723-4418
Media Relations Fax: (650) 725-2957
Athletes Website: www.gostanford.com

Media Information

Interview requests for players and 
coaches must be coordinated with the 
Stanford Athletics Media Relations 
offi ce. Visit www.gostanford.com 
for news releases, player profi les, and 
updated schedules and results.

Credits: The 2008-09 Stanford sailing 
guide was written and edited by Eddie 
Conrad and Ricky Brackett. Design, 
layout and production by Lori Sakoda, 
Dumont Printing. Photography by 
David Gonzales, Kyle Terada, and 
Spencer Allen. Printing provided by 
Dumont Printing.
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2008-09 ROSTER

2008-09 Stanford Sailing Roster
Name Year Position Hometown
Hannah Burroughs Sophomore Skipper/Crew Peace Dale, RI
Sam Courtney Junior Crew Auburn, WA
Catherine Cu Senior Crew Hillsborough, CA
Justin Doane Freshman Skipper/Crew Nokomis, FL
Nick Dugdale Freshman Skipper Corte Madera, CA
Ariane Fisher Freshman Crew Portola Valley, CA
Laura Garvey Freshman Crew Portland, OR
Taylor Grimes Senior Skipper/Crew Newport Beach, CA
Megan Grove Junior Skipper/Crew Lafayette, CA
Leigh Hammel Junior Skipper/Crew Warren, VT
Cole Hatton Sophomore Skipper Newport Beach, CA
Caitlin Hicks Sophomore Crew Bolinas, CA
Katie Jewett Sophomore Crew Mill Valley, CA
Laura Lilly Freshman Crew Sacramento, CA
Ale Lynberg Sophomore Crew Los Altos Hills, CA
Kelly McKenna Senior Crew Lake Forest, IL
Ben Pedrick Sophomore Skipper Newport, RI
Grace Porter Freshman Crew Winnetka. IL
Carolyn Prioleau Freshman Skipper/Crew Houston, TX
Oliver Riihiluoma Freshman Skipper Sandys, Bermuda
Peter Stemler Junior Skipper Newport Beach, CA
Hayley Tobin Sophomore Crew Rye, NY
Graham Todd Sophomore Skipper Royersford, PA

Head Coach: John Vandemoer (Hobart College, 2000)
Assistant Coach: Erik Storck (Dartmouth, 2007)

Back row (left to right): Assistant Coach Erick Storck, Katie Jewett, Ben Pedrick, Oliver Riihiluoma, Grace Porter, 

Cole Hatton, Graham Todd, Justin Doane, Nick Dugdale, Laura Lilly, Head Coach John Vandemoer. Front row 

(left to right): Laura Garvey, Taylor Grimes, Ale Lynberg, Ariane Fisher, Hayley Tobin, Carolyn Prioleau, Hannah 

Burroughs, Catherine Cu, Kelly McKenna.



COACHING STAFF

Head Coach John Vandemoer enters his fi rst 
year at Stanford to begin a new era of Stanford 
sailing as he takes the reins from Jay Kehoe who 
coached the team from 2000-2008.  

Vandemoer is praised for his commitment, 
patience, and attention to detail when it comes to 
supporting his team. However, one characteristic 
is the most essential: his excitement in getting out 
on the water and interacting with the sailors.

“I believe in coaching athletes fi rst and sailors 
second,” Vandemoer said. “I like to not only coach 
boat handling, speed and tactics, but really like 
preparing sailors mentally as well. My strengths 
are team race coaching and regatta coaching.” 

Before coming to Stanford, Vandemoer was 
head coach at the United States Naval Academy in 

Head Coach

JOHN VANDEMOER Annapolis, Md. He led the Midshipman to three 
national championship appearances in spring ’07, 
and ended the season with both the women’s and 
coed teams ranked in the top-10 in the country.

He began collegiate coaching at St. Mary’s 
College of Maryland, where as an assistant coach 
he worked with All-American sailors and helped 
form teams in contention for national titles.

Vandemoer’s training is top-notch, as he not 
only has a U.S. Sailing Level 3 Coach Certifi cation, 
the highest advanced coaching level offered by 
the national organization, but is also a certifi ed 
instructor trainer.  For several years, Vandemoer 
has traveled the nation coaching junior sailing 
clinics at the highest level. For his efforts, he has 
received the Capt. Joe Prosser Award for excellence 
in sail training. Vandemoer was also awarded the 
Arthur B. Hanson Rescue Medal for his efforts in 
rescuing many dinghy sailors that were caught in 
the vicious winds of a Chicago cold front. 

Vandemoer graduated from Hobart College in 
2000 with a B.S. in geo-chemistry. As a member 
of the Hobart and William Smith varsity sailing 
team, he helped the team to consistent top-
three rankings including a fourth at team racing 
nationals and a second at the dinghy nationals.
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COACHING STAFF

Erik Storck, a 2007 graduate of Dartmouth 
College in Hanover, N.H., was a four-time All-
American and two-time fi nalist for College 
Sailor of the Year (2005, 2007), during his time 
competing for the Big Green. An economics 
major, Storck brings two years of leadership 
experience on the nationally-ranked Dartmouth 
team as vice commodore (2005-2006) and 
commodore (2006-2007). Storck also brings 
a wealth of college sailing-specifi c knowledge, 

Assistant Coach

ERIK STORCK having skippered A-division to top-fi ve fi nishes 
in four coed dinghy national championships and 
three team racing national championships for 
Dartmouth.

A native of Huntington, N.Y., Storck coached 
the Long Island Sound Optimist Team to a 
number of great fi nishes, including the victory at 
the 2007 national team racing championship.

Erik’s own recent sailing pursuits include 
active participation on the highly competitive 
Vanguard 15 team racing summer circuit on the 
East Coast.  His medium-term goal planning sets 
his sites on the 2012 Summer Olympic Games in 
London, in which he intends to campaign in the 
double-handed 49er skiff class.

At the end of January, 2009, Erik will head 
to Perth, Australia, with teammates including his 
older brother and younger sister, to compete in 
the team racing world championship.
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PLAYER PROFILES

Joined the team as a walk-on with limited sailing 
experience...displays the hard work and patience 
that is required to become a profi cient collegiate 
crew…a well-rounded crew, with the athleticism 
for various wind conditions.

Cardinal Catalogue: Majoring in the interdisci-
plinary management science and engineering…
began her sailing experiences with her uncle on 
cruises on the San Francisco Bay…a true walk-on 
who joined the team in her sophomore season.

Senior

Hillsborough, CA

Crew

CATHERINE CU

One of four seniors who the young team will 
look to for leadership…began sailing at a local 
summer camp in Lido 14s when she was only six 
years old…progressed into single-handed Naples 
Sabots until she entered high school and launched 
her successful years in CFJs…competed as a resi-
dent of Lido Isle and member of Newport Harbor 
Yacht Club from a young age.

2007-08 (Junior): First place, B-division, USF 
Women’s Intersectional…fi fth place, B-division, 
Navy Spring Women’s Regatta…third place, B-
division, Dellenbaugh Women’s Regatta…sixth 
place, B-division, Women’s Collegiate National 
Championship in 2008…All-PCCSC team, 
women’s skipper.

Senior

Newport Harbor, CA

Skipper

TAYLOR GRIMES

2006-07 (Sophomore): Fourth place, B-division, 
Women’s Collegiate National Championship…
All-American honorable mention…All-PCCSC 
team, women’s skipper.

2005-06 (Freshman): First place, B-division, 
Women’s Collegiate National Championship in 
2006…Stanford block “S” award for outstanding 
female athlete of the freshman class. 

Prior to Stanford: Member of Newport Harbor 
High School varsity sailing team for three years…
captain in 2004-2005…contributed to team’s sev-
enth-place fi nish in the 2004 Mallory…second 
place fi nish in the 2005 Mallory…seventh place 
at the 2005 Baker.

Cardinal Catalogue: Majoring in human biology 
with a concentration in international health…
spent the 2007 fall quarter studying at Stanford’s 
Bing Overseas Studies Program in Florence, It-
aly…the youngest of four, with two brothers and 
one sister…brother, Gary Grimes, sailed for the 
Naval Academy for four years and was captain his 
senior year in 2006.

Has leveraged her small size and athleticism to be 
an outstanding light-air to medium-air crew…ef-
fective in many of the lighter wind venues sailed 
on rivers and in small lakes on the East Coast. 

2007-08 (Junior): 15th, B-division, Harry An-
derson Regatta…third, A-division, Stu Nelson 
Women’s Regatta…second, B-division, PCCSC 
Fall North/South Championships…fi rst, A-divi-
sion, PCCSC Women’s Fall Championships...
second, B-division, Rose Bowl Regatta…fi rst, 
A-division, USF Women’s Intersectional…third, 
A-division, Navy Spring Women’s…11th, A-divi-

Senior

Lake Forest IL/

Palo Alto, CA

Crew

KELLY McKENNA
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PLAYER PROFILES

sion, Dellenbaugh women’s trophy…First, A-di-
vision, PCCSC women’s championships…third, 
A-division, ICSA women’s national champion-
ships…15th, A-division, ICSA Coed Dinghy 
national championship…All-PCCSC team, 
crew…Stanford sailing Women’s MVP…2008 
ICSA All-Academic sailing team honors…2008 
ICSA All-American Crew.

2006-07 (Sophomore): First, A-division, Stoney 
Burke Intersectional…Fifth, A-division, Navy 
Fall Intersectional…2008 ICSA All-American 
Crew…Sixth, A-division, St. Francis YC Open 
Intersectional…Fourth, B-division, Admiral’s 
Cup Regatta…First, A-division, PCCSC spring 
championship…12th, A-division, ICSA Coed 
Dinghy national championship…2007 ICSA All-
American crew.

2005-07 (Freshman): Second, A-division, Stoney 
Burke Intersectional...Third, A-division, PCCSC 
Fall North/South Championship…11th, A-di-
vision, College of Charleston Spring Intersec-
tional…10th, A-division, ICSA Coed Dinghy 
national championship.

Cardinal Catalogue: Majoring in history…active 
in the student-athlete community on the Stanford 
campus…captain of the sailing team, but also 
serves as president of the Cardinal Council, the 
leadership body that maintains a busy schedule 
of social events and community service engage-
ments for the approximately 850 student-athletes 
at Stanford.

Joined the varsity team fall of his sophomore year 
as a walk-on with limited experience…committed 
to the team in addition to being a fast learner and 

Junior

Auburn, WA

Crew

SAM COURTNEY

a very physical heavy-air crew…hard work and 
dedication make him one of the biggest team play-
ers on the coed squad.

2007-08 (Sophomore): Sailed in St. Francis 
YC Regatta…received Stanford Sailing Coaches’ 
Award.

Cardinal Catalogue: Majoring in public policy…
spending his fall season studying in Washington, 
D.C., where he is concurrently interning at the 
Bank Supervision Division of the Federal Reserve 
while taking classes…will spend an additional 
winter quarter studying abroad at the Stanford 
Overseas Studies Program in Berlin, Germany. 

A team leader due to a positive attitude where she 
shows up to every meeting, practice, and compe-
tition with a smile on her face…began sailing in 
New Jersey before pursuing junior sailing on her 
home waters in Alameda, CA as member of Enci-
nal Yacht Club.

2007-08 (Sophomore): Sixth, PCCSC Single-
handed Championship…fi rst, B-division, Wom-
en’s Fall PCCSC Championship…fi rst, A-division, 
USF Women’s Intersectional…third, A-division, 
Women’s Navy Spring Intersectional…11th, A-
division, Dellenbaugh Women’s Trophy.

2006-07 (Freshman): Ninth, B-division, Moody 
Trophy...participated in intramural tennis.

Cardinal Catalogue: Majoring in human biology, 
which she is pursuing in the Stanford Overseas 
Studies Program in Australia…looking forward to 
a strong return in the spring in her favorite college 
regatta hosted by St. Francis YC in early April.

Junior

Lafayette, CA

Skipper/Crew

MEGAN GROVE
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PLAYER PROFILES

Recruited to the sailing team as a hotshot crew…
has also contributed as a skipper to both the depth 
and the success of the women’s team…also com-
petes for the Stanford ski team with a postseason 
that often overlaps with the start of sailing spring 
season. 

2007-08 (Sophomore): Member of Stanford’s 
winning team at the Big Sail Regatta…First, B-
division Bryson Women’s…Seventh, B-division, 
Stu Nelson women’s regatta…fi fth, Laser Radials, 
PCCSC Single-handed championship…fi rst, B-
division, PCCSC Women’s Fall Dinghy champi-
onship…third, B-division, St. Francis YC Open 
Intersectional...fi rst, B-division, PCCSC Dinghy 
championship…third, B-division, ICSA national 
championship: Eastern Semi-fi nals…11th, B-divi-
sion, ICSA Dinghy national championship…All-
PCCSC team, crew.

2006-07 (Freshman): First, B-division, Bryson 
Women’s…seventh, A-division, Navy Fall Wom-
en’s Regatta…member of Stanford’s winning team, 
BIG Sail Regatta…fourth, B-division, St. Francis 
YC Open Intersectional…13th, A-division, Ad-
miral’s Cup…tied for second, B-division, PCCSC 
Spring Dingy championship…ninth, B-division, 
ICSA Coed Dinghy national championship.

Prior to Stanford: U.S. Youth Champion, 2005 
and 2006…competed in the 2006 420 World 
Championships in Las Palmas, Gran Canaria, 
Spain…junior member of Noroton Yacht Club.

Cardinal Catalogue: Majoring in geological and 
environmental sciences… a member of Pi Phi and 
spent a couple summers working at Stanford Sierra 
Camp…spent time tutoring with Foundations for 
Education, and hopes to start tutoring in East Palo 
Alto through the program, “Closing the Gap.”

Junior

Warren, VT

Skipper/Crew

LEIGH HAMMEL

A solid high school sailor, who came to Stanford 
with an impressive junior sailing resume…study-
ing abroad this fall, but will return in the spring 
season where he will have a huge impact and a big-
ger leadership role as he rejoins a much younger 
team…began sailing at age eight in the Newport 
Harbor Yacht Club junior sailing program…has 
enjoyed all types of competition, from dinghy sail-
ing in sabots, lasers, CFJs, and 420s, to big boat 
competition in his family’s 45-foot racer. 

2007-08 (Sophomore): 15th, B-division, Harry 
Anderson Regatta…13th, A-division, Hoyt Re-
gatta…sixth, D-division, PCCSC Fall Dinghy 
Championships…18th, Lasers, PCCSC Single-
handed Championship.

2007-08 (Freshman): Sixth, A-division, Charles-
ton Spring Intersectional.

Prior to Stanford: Fifth, A-division, ISSA na-
tional championship for the Mallory Trophy…
helped Corona del Mar High School to both team 
and fl eet race nationals all four years, consistently 
succeeding in the highly competitive Pacifi c Coast 
Interscholastic Sailing Association, thought to be 
the toughest district in high school sailing.

Cardinal Catalogue: Majoring in history…also 
taking advantage of Stanford University’s extensive 
Bing Overseas Studies Program in Madrid, Spain, 
where he is experiencing Spanish culture in this 
new Stanford program located at the International 
Institute in the heart of the city.

Junior

Newport Beach, CA

Skipper

PETER STEMLER
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PLAYER PROFILES

Experienced in both the skipper and crew posi-
tions…able to jump into a boat with a new partner 
and adapt quickly…made her start to competitive 
sailing in the Optimist dinghy class…moved on 
to junior sailing with the Vineyard Haven Yacht 
Club and added in high school sailing at St. 
George’s School.

2007-08 (Freshman): First, B-division, Bryson 
Women’s Regatta…13th, A-division, Hoyt Tro-
phy…second, B-division, Atlantic Coast Fresh-
man Regatta.

Prior to Stanford: Awarded varsity letter twice 
as a member of St. George’s School varsity sail-
ing team…contributed to high school’s impres-
sive results: First, Mark Trophy (NE Team Race 
Champs)…fi rst, Women’s RI state champion-
ship 2005, 2007…second, O’Day Trophy 2007 
(NE Fleet Racing Championship)…fi rst, Coed 
RI State Championship, 2007..2007 Leslie Bowl 
winner for St. George’s (best crew).

Cardinal Catalogue: Considering majoring in 
civil and environmental engineering…plays the 
trombone and can often be found listening to 
classic rock or jazz on her iPod while studying at 
her favorite study spot, the Bing Wing in Green 
Library…older brother, Nicholas, was commo-
dore and practice captain for the Princeton sailing 
team.

Sophomore

Peace Dale, RI

Skipper/Crew

HANNAH BURROUGHS

An important returner after an outstanding fresh-
man performance in which he was part of the team 
that represented Stanford in both team and fl eet 
racing national championships…his 6-4 frame 
helps leverage for speed in the big breeze, but 
teams up with a smaller crew in the light winds to 
be just as effective…began sailing when he was 8 
years old where he had success in highly competi-
tive racing in Southern California.

2007-08 (Freshman): Fifth, B-division, Hoyt 
Trophy…third, A-division, Atlantic Coast Fresh-
men Regatta…third, PCCSC single-handed 
championship…fourth, C-division, PCCSC Fall 
North/South championship…member of Stan-
ford’s winning team, Big Sail Regatta…second, B-
division, Rose Bowl Regatta…second, A-division, 
Charleston Spring Intersectional…11th, B-divi-
sion, Admiral’s Cup…fi rst, B-division, PCCSC 
Dingy championship…third, B-division, ICSA 
national championship: Eastern Semifi nal…11th, 
B-division, ICSA Coed Dinghy national champi-
onship…Stanford sailing coed MVP.

Prior to Stanford: First, Governor’s Cup Match 
Race…fi rst, BSDRA International team racing 
championships…fi rst, 2005 Bemis Regatta (Ju-
nior Double-handed National Championship)…
fi rst, A-division, 2007 Cardinal high school re-
gatta…contributed to high school’s impressive 
results: fi rst, Fleet Racing national championship 
2007…fi rst, Pacifi c Coast Interscholastic Sailing 
Association Fleet and Team Racing champion-
ships, 2006, 2007…awarded three Newport Har-
bor High School varsity letters.

Cardinal Catalogue: Majoring in mechanical 
engineering…hobbies include tennis, juggling, 
scooters and playing guitar…one younger brother, 

Sophomore

Newport Beach, CA

Skipper

COLE HATTON
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PLAYER PROFILES

Wade, who is a sailor for the Newport Harbor 
High School varsity sailing team. 

Joined this year’s team as a walk-on…excited to 
put in the effort to become a successful collegiate 
crew…not new to athletic competition as a high 
school lacrosse and water polo player…also the 
daughter of an All-American in lacrosse at Deni-
son University (her father) and has two older 
brothers.

Sophomore

Mill Valley, CA

Crew

KATIE JEWETT

Joined this year’s sailing team as a true walk-on 
with little prior sailing experience…became famil-
iar with sailing through her father, who learned 
how to sail on San Francisco Bay and helped Cait-
lin’s grandfather to build the boat he would learn 
on beginning at age eight.

Prior to Stanford: Sailed in the British Virgin 
Islands.

Cardinal Catalogue: Anticipated major is politi-
cal science or astronomy…excited to be at Stan-
ford for the warm weather…interested in the 
startup culture in Silicon Valley as a career-entre-
preneur…enjoys skiing.

Sophomore

Bolinas, CA

Crew

CAITLIN HICKS

Prior to Stanford: All-league fi rst team 2007 in 
lacrosse at Tamalpais high school…all-league hon-
orable mention 2006 in water polo…competed in 
North Coast Section tournament in 2004…wa-
ter polo 2006 team MVP…lacrosse 2007 team 
MVP.

Cardinal Catalogue: Major is undeclared…in-
terested in human biology, environmental studies, 
maritime studies, communications, and environ-
mental journalism…hobbies include skiing, hik-
ing, and photography.

Began sailing in a Stanford sailing class, which 
carried her to walk on to the team for last year’s 
spring season…quickly took control of the de-
manding varsity sailing team schedule…now 
looks to play an important role on the team this 
upcoming season. 

2007-08 (Freshman): Stanford sailing award win-
ner for most improved crew.

Prior to Stanford: Two varsity letters from Los 
Altos High School for swimming…also played 
water polo…2005 coach’s award in swimming. 

At Stanford: Majoring in international relations, 
and hopes to use her Spanish fl uency to fi nd op-
portunities abroad…involved with HABLA, an 
organization which tutors Stanford night shift 
workers in English…hopes to become more in-
volved with Stanford in Government…also enjoys 
swimming, hiking, and traveling.

Sophomore

Los Altos Hills, CA

Crew

ALE LYNBERG
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PLAYER PROFILES

A top-notch crew who particularly excelled in big 
breezes…hopes to transition into a skipper role 
this season…began sailing in optimists on his 
own waters of Long Beach Island, N.J.…junior 

Sophomore

Royersford, PA

Skipper/Crew

GRAHAM TODD

A well-rounded skipper who brings experience to 
the team from a wide range of boats…Optimists, 
420s, and J22 sailing make up the bulk of his 
competition resume, although he has also raced 
bigger boats…spent countless hours on Newport’s 
Narragansett Bay, where he began sailing in the 
Optimist class at Sail Newport from age 8 to 
13…he continued in the racing program at Sail 
Newport, and competed for Ida Lewis Yacht Club 
on the summer circuit.

2007-08 (Freshman): Second, B-division, Atlan-
tic Coast Freshman Regatta…ninth, B-division, 
Charleston Spring Intersectional.

Prior to Stanford: Earned two varsity letters 
as a member of St. George’s School varsity sail-
ing team…contributed to high school’s impres-
sive results: fi rst, Mark Trophy (NE Team Race 
Champs…second, O’Day Trophy 2007 (NE Fleet 
Racing Championship)…fi rst, Coed RI State 
championship, 2007..awarded the Coach’s Cup 
in 2007 for sailing…also captain of St. George’s 
School JV soccer team

Cardinal Catalogue: Majoring in mechanical en-
gineering.

Sophomore

Newport, RI

Skipper

BEN PEDRICK

Quiet, focused approach to sailing has made for a 
fast boat when she has teamed up with a variety of 
skippers…around sailing all her life, began com-
petitive dinghy sailing as a senior in high school…
spent cold winters and warm summers sailing on 
Long Island Sound out of American Yacht Club, 
but recently enjoyed her last summer coaching at 
Sail Newport in Rhode Island.

2007-08 (Freshman): Third, A-division, Atlan-
tic Coast Freshman Regatta…11th, B-division, 
Admiral’s Cup.

Prior to Stanford: Captain, 2006 Rye High School 
volleyball team, won two varsity letters for vol-
leyball…2005 Volleyball Most Improved…2006 
Volleyball MVP.

Cardinal Catalogue: Interested in pursuing a 
major in psychology…also interested in political 
science…favorite place to study is the basement of 
Meyer Library where she enjoys eating pineapple 
while listening to the best of Broadway.

Sophomore

Rye, NY

Crew

HAYLEY TOBIN
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sailing career took off when he qualifi ed for his 
fi rst international team, representing team USA 
abroad in 2005 and again in 2006…participated 
in the International 420 Championships in Gran 
Canaria Island off the coast of Africa and fi nished 
an impressive 6th despite 30-knot winds and 20-
foot swells.

2007-08 (Freshman): First, A-division, St. Fran-
cis YC Open Intersectional…named Most Im-
proved Skipper by Stanford sailing.

Prior to Stanford: Played three years of varsity 
tennis at Spring-Ford Area High School…was a 
member of U.S. Optimist national team…com-
peted in I420 World Championship, 2005, Brest, 
France, and 2006, Gran Canaria, Spain…Opti-
mist North American Championship, 2003, Valle 
de Bravo, Mexico, and 2004, Houston, Texas…
Sunfi sh World Championship, 2007, Long Beach 
Island, NJ

Cardinal Catalogue: Majoring in English litera-
ture and interested in creative writing…hobbies 
include poetry, surfi ng, and sunlight…also enjoys 
Sandra Bullock movies and the French language.

Grew up pushing a dinghy off the sand in his back-
yard into the Gulf of Mexico…has not wasted the 
advantage of his proximity to great sailing...has 
also traveled to seven different countries for sailing 
competition…an accomplished junior sailor that 
hopes to continue his sailing success at Stanford. 

Prior to Stanford: While at Pine View School, 
he played varsity tennis, club lacrosse and club 
soccer…sailing co-captain his junior and senior 
years of high school...led team to ninth at 2006 

Freshman

Nokomis, FL

Skipper

JUSTIN DOANE

ISSA National Championship for the Mallory 
Trophy (second in SAISA)…fourth at 2007 ISSA 
National Championship for the Mallory Trophy 
(fi rst in SAISA)

Cardinal Catalogue: Undeclared major, but in-
terested in both biomechanical engineering and 
materials science…enjoys surfi ng, skim boarding, 
skateboarding, and fi shing.

A San Francisco Bay Area native who learned 
to sail locally…experienced the most physically 
challenging conditions of the San Francisco city 
front sailing venue, big wind and big waves from 
a strong ebb tide, practicing in one of the most 
physical boats, the Laser…also has improved his 
“feel” for the boat in the lighter morning wind 
conditions on the other side of the bay at the San 
Francisco Yacht Club. 

Prior to Stanford: Captain of the Redwood High 
School sailing team his junior and senior years…
represented the U.S. at the 2008 Laser Radial 
World Championship in Takapuna, North Shore 
City, New Zealand.

Cardinal Catalogue: Major is undeclared, but 
interested in political science, international rela-
tions and history…contemplated profession is law 
or government…enjoys staying active playing ul-
timate Frisbee and biking…spends a few months 
in Greece each summer and holds dual British/
American citizenship.

Freshman

Corte Madera, CA

Skipper

NICK DUGDALE
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PLAYER PROFILES

A walk-on this year…part of several freshmen 
crew that have been recruited to fi ll critical roles in 
the team’s conference and national pursuits…ath-
letic ability and determination to be a successful 
crew…has competed in cross country, tennis, and 
ski racing. 

Prior to Stanford: A graduate of Jesuit High 
School of Portland, Ore., where she received a var-

Freshman

Portland, OR

Crew

LAURA GARVEY

A talented crew noted for her hard work in prac-
tice…formed her base of sailing skills on her home 
waters in Lake Natoma, Calif., as well as on her 
visits to the San Juan Islands in the Puget Sound, 
Wash. 

Prior to Stanford: Competed in the high jump for 
Rio Americano High School in track and fi eld…
fi nished 14th at the state meet in 2007…19th at 
the state meet in 2008…fi rst in league sub-section 
in 2008 with PR of 5-6, a school record…Rio 
Americano High School female student-athlete 
of the year in 2008…four-year varsity tennis let-
terwinner…four-year varsity track and fi eld let-
terwinner…2008 captain of the track and fi eld 
team…girls’ track and fi eld MVP (2005-2008).

Cardinal Catalogue: Interested in majoring in 
marine biology and studying oceanography…hob-
bies include running, tennis, piano, hiking, camp-
ing, landscape and action photography…older 
brother Charlie, now a senior, is an outstanding 
member of Stanford Crew, with whom the sailing 
team shares the boathouse.

Freshman

Sacramento, CA

Crew

LAURA LILLYA walk-on this season for the Cardinal…new to 
sailing, but not new to success in athletics…ex-
pected to have a steep learning curve as she uses 
her athleticism to rapidly develop her crewing 
ability.

Prior to Stanford: Member of the Crystal Springs 
Upland Soccer School soccer team…their soc-
cer team which claimed the North Coast Section 
Championship in 2005 and fell just short with 
second place in 2006.

Cardinal Catalogue: Undeclared major at Stan-
ford…the youngest of three, with one brother and 
one sister…family links to the sailing team extend 
back to her father, Lawson Fisher (’77), who sailed 
at Stanford while pursuing his undergraduate de-
gree in electrical engineering.

Freshman

Portola Valley, CA

Crew

ARIANE FISHER sity letter as a member of the tennis team…lived 
in Paris for two years and worked there during 
parts of the summers of 2005, 2006, 2007

Cardinal Catalogue: Undeclared major…enjoys 
writing and hopes to pursue a career in journal-
ism…other interests include reading, running, 
traveling, tennis, and skiing. 
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PLAYER PROFILES

A big breeze specialist due to her height…enjoys 
the challenges presented by being from the Mid-
west and the shifty lake conditions…conditions 
that are common at many East Coast venues are 
similar to her favorite place to sail on her home 
waters, Lake Geneva, WI.

Prior to Stanford: Competed in volleyball and 
lacrosse in high school…won three varsity letters 
in lacrosse...member of Loyola Academy team that 
fi nished second in state (WI) for girls’ lacrosse in 
both 2007 and 2008.

Cardinal Catalogue: Considering a major in 
communications…currently focusing on her 
humanities program for writing and rhetoric 
courses…enjoys art and tennis in addition to her 
primary activities of sailing and volleyball…cousin, 
Vincent Porter, was recently a member of the Har-
vard Sailing Team that won several national titles 
while he was there from 2001-2005.

Freshman

Winnetka, IL

Crew

GRACE PORTER

A highly experienced junior sailor…began sail-
ing at her local, family-oriented club, Texas Co-
rinthian Yacht Club, located in Kemah, Tex., on 
Galveston Bay…beginning in the optimist dinghy 
class, she has not only progressed to single-handed 

Freshman

Houston, TX

Skipper/Crew

CAROLYN PRIOLEAU

An experienced high-speed skiff sailor who joins 
the Stanford sailing team with an islander’s sailing 
experience…enjoys windsurfi ng and kitesurfi ng, 
two disciplines which require not only great bal-
ance, but also great knowledge of wind and serve 
as excellent cross-training that will prove invalu-
able to learning the intricacies of the San Francisco 
Bay. 

Prior to Stanford: Represented Bermuda in sail-
ing competitions throughout North America.

Cardinal Catalogue: Considering a major in me-
chanical engineering…looking to begin course-
work in his major by the end of freshman year.

Freshman

Sandys, Bermuda

Skipper

OLIVER RIIHILUOMA

success in the Laser Radial, but also has fi lled the 
roles of both skipper and crew in junior Club 420 
sailing. 

Prior to Stanford: A member of the U.S. Opti-
mist national team...fi rst, U.S. junior women’s 
single-handed championship for the Leiter Tro-
phy…participant in 2006 Laser Radial women’s 
world championship…participant in Laser Ra-
dial European/world championship 2007 in The 
Hague, Netherlands

Cardinal Catalogue: Undeclared major…hob-
bies are skiing, dancing, and Pilates.
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SEASON OUTLOOK

Spring Season Outlook

After a successful season in which the Cardinal 
competed in four national championships and 
fi nished in the top-10 in three of them, Stanford 
fi nds itself ranked No. 12 for coed teams and 
eighth for the women’s teams in the preseason 
rankings, which is the highest for all the West 
Coast teams in both divisions.

Led by new head coach John Vandemoer, the 
Cardinal enters the season hoping to continue its 
west coast dominance. Along with the new head 
coach, a new strength trainer, Preston Greene, 
adds to the new look for the Stanford sailing 
program. A brand new fl eet of 18 FJs and nine 
new 420s also adds to the renaissance of the 
Stanford program. The new talent and equipment 
combined with the traditional resources of the 
nation’s elite collegiate athletic program leave 
Stanford in a position to fl ourish.

Despite the loss of women’s All-America sailor, 
Evan Brown, All-PCCSC coed skipper, Edward 
Conrad, and All-PCCSC crew, Carrie Denning, 
the team is returning many of its starters from 
last year’s varsity squads. It will count on the 
leadership of All-America crew and Stanford 
captain, Kelly McKenna, women’s All-America 
honorable mention skipper, Taylor Grimes and 
several other experienced senior sailors. 

The team must also rely on both the talent 
and hard work of the underclassmen in order to 
post strong results. “Our game plan to achieve 
our goals will be to increase the experience of our 
young team by bringing them to the top events 
and using that knowledge and 
experience every day at practice,” 
said Vandemoer.

Success this season will 
undoubtedly be the result of a 
complete team effort. “Our team 
strength is clearly our ability to be a 
team, not one part greater than the 
other, just a smooth machine which 
focuses on improvement step by 
step,” says Vandemoer. “Our team 
weakness right now is our lack of 
experience at big events, but we 

are addressing this issue with an aggressive spring 
schedule against the top teams in the country.”

Vandemoer has not only set an aggressive 
schedule including many regattas on the East 
Coast where the intersectional competition can 
often provide stronger competition, but also 
intends to see results in the quest to realize the 
team’s goals for this spring: “Our goals for the 
spring season are clear: win our conference and 
move on to a top fi nish at the Spring Nationals.”

Over the last seven seasons, Stanford has 
asserted its place as one of the top sailing 
programs in the nation. The Cardinal won a 
singlehanded national championship in 2006 and 
qualifi ed for at least four of the six college national 
championships in each of the last seven seasons.

The 2008-09 season’s schedule includes 
18 regattas on the East Coast, clearly a sign of 
the team’s philosophy to experience the most 
competitive regattas in the country. This practice 
could well prepare the Cardinal for postseason 
action, but fi rst they must persevere through 
several rounds of qualifi ers.

In addition, the team will host the ICSA 
Women’s Nationals and the ICSA/Gill Coed 
Dinghy Nationals from May 25 through June 3, 
2009. The two events will be hosted together with 
St. Francis Yacht Club, highlighted by sailing along 
the spectator-friendly city front of San Francisco 
Bay. If the teams make it to these championship 
regattas, it will be a great opportunity for the 
Cardinal to defend its home waters.
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STANFORD SAILING HONORS

Stanford Sailing All-Americans

Coed Skipper

1967 Robert M. “Skip” Allan
Kim L. Desenberg

1976 Alan Andrews
1982 Paul Yost
1983 William Buckingham*
1987 Daniel Buckstaff*
1988 Thomas E. Kuhnle
1994 Scott Sellers

Jeremy McIntyre*
Charles Meade*

1995 Charles Meade
1996 Adam Lowry

John Alden Meade*
1997 John Alden Meade*

Daniel Zimbaldi
1998 Steve Kleha*

John Alden Meade*
Daniel Zimbaldi*

2003 Ted Conrads*
David Phillips*

2007 Brian Haines*
Emery Wager*

*Honorable Mention

Women’s Skipper

1991 Rebecca Bryson
1992 Andi Guerrero
1993 Britt Johnson
1994 Gretchen Uznis*
1995 Sibyl Diver
1996 Mara Holian

Heather Rogers
1997 Adrienne Stoltz
1998 Besty Carmichael
1999 Anika Leersen*
2000 Anika Leersen*
2004 Elizabeth Rountree*
2005 Caroline Young
2006 Evan Brown*
2007 Evan Brown

Taylor Grimes*
2008 Evan Brown
*Honorable Mention

Crews

1984 Rona Sisson
1986 Marika Fussganger

Rona Sisson
1987  Kirsten Boyles
1988  Kathleen Mallery
1991  Matt Dunbar

Richard Rosen
1994 Britt Johnson
1996 Alice Manard
1997 Alice Manard
1999  Heather Porter
2002  Kara Sweeney
2004  Taylor Clark
2006  Becca Levin
2007  Kelly McKenna
2008  Kelly McKenna

ICSA All-Academic Sailing 
Team

2006  Becca Levin
Anna Vu

2007  Becca Levin 
2008  Carrie Denning

Kelly McKenna

ICSA College Sailing Hall of 
Fame

Charles Dole ‘36
Robert M. Allan, Jr. ‘40
Charles M. Kober ‘44

National Championships

1967  Men’s Singlehanded
1997  ICSA Team Race Nationals
1999  Women’s Singlehanded
2006  Men’s Singlehanded



FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT

Facilities and Equipment

Built in 2003, the Stanford University Rowing 
and Sailing Center is widely regarded as one of 
the best facilities of its kind in the nation. Located 
in the Port of Redwood City, the Dean Morrison 
Boathouse is a two story complex with fi ve boat 
bays, more than 16,000 square feet of space, locker 
rooms, a conference room/banquet hall, a laundry 
room, and kitchen area. As the home to the 
rowing and sailing teams, the Rowing and Sailing 
Center plays host 
to fi ve Stanford 
varsity sports, 

as well as summer camps, P.E. sailing students, and high school 
teams throughout the Bay Area.

Stanford Sailing uses the Carl and Shirley Schoof Sailing 
Docks as its own launch ramp and fl oating docks. These 
provide access to Redwood Creek for Stanford’s brand new 
fl eet of 18 FJs and nine 420s. In addition, Stanford owns four 
Lasers/Laser Radials, fi ve coach boats, and various 
other boats acquired through the generous support 
of the keelboat donation program. In 2009-10, 
the sailors will enjoy newly installed lockers to 
stow their gear.

The Redwood Creek turning basin adjacent 
to the sailing facilities provides a fl at-water venue 
due to the protection of Bair Island, a part of 
the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge located to the northeast. The 
cold temperatures of the ocean water and the hot 
temperatures of the California mainland provide a consistent thermal sea breeze in the spring and summer. 
A sail out to the south San Francisco Bay brings big currents, big wind, and choppy waves that prove to 
be some of the most fun practices in the spring. The neighbors of the Rowing and Sailing Center include 
the Pacifi c Youth Sailing Foundation, the Marine Science Institute, Sequoia Yacht Club and the Seaport 
Centre, one of the largest biotechnology research complexes in the Bay Area.
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